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Three highly trained deputies from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department’s Arson and Explosives Unit were killed in a deadly explosion
during a training exercise on Friday morning. The blast, which occurred at
the Biscailuz Training Facility, is believed to have involved unexploded
ordnance. Officials have launched a full-scale investigation into the
incident.

Los Angeles Training Blast Claims Lives of
Elite Bomb Squad Deputies

—



The explosion took place around 7:30 a.m. in a section of the facility used
for high-risk bomb disposal training. Sheriff Robert Luna confirmed that
the three deputies, who collectively served 74 years in law enforcement,
were among the most experienced in the department. Luna described the
tragedy as the single deadliest day for the department since 1857.

The Arson and Explosives Unit, one of the most elite in the country,
responds to more than 1,100 hazardous calls each year. Its technicians
are specially trained to handle explosive devices, investigate arson
scenes, and manage public safety operations during major events. Their
training includes certification through the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI)’s Hazardous Devices School, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF), and the National Fire Academy.

Preliminary reports indicate that the deputies may have been handling a
device retrieved from an earlier operation in Santa Monica. The explosion
resulted in no other reported injuries. Local and federal agencies,
including the FBI, ATF, and the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD)
bomb squad, quickly responded to secure the area and begin their joint
investigation. Officials have stated that there is no continuing threat to
public safety.

Sheriff Luna stressed that the investigation would be meticulous and
could take weeks to determine the exact cause of the blast. Authorities
have not ruled out the possibility of criminal negligence if any
mishandling of explosive materials is found during the inquiry.

The wider law enforcement community is mourning the loss. Flags across
Los Angeles County have been lowered to half-staff, and plans are
underway for a formal procession to honor the fallen deputies. Fellow



officers from partnering agencies described the men as consummate
professionals and experts in their field.

This incident highlights the extreme dangers associated with explosive
ordnance disposal and arson investigation. As the department awaits the
findings, the tragedy serves as a sobering reminder of the risks these
public servants take to protect others.


