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Melbourne’s infamous Montague Street Bridge struck again on July 28, 2025, as another
truck crashed into its low underpass, causing significant damage and renewing calls for
better infrastructure solutions. The incident, one of many at this notorious site,
underscores ongoing issues with urban planning and driver accountability.

The latest crash occurred just before 8:30 AM, when a truck’s roof became wedged
under the 3-meter-high Montague Street Bridge in South Melbourne, blocking a lane of
traffic. According to 9News, the vehicle sustained severe damage, with images showing a
crumpled cabin, yet no injuries were reported. VicTraffic urged drivers to “know the height
of your vehicle before you travel,” a pointed reminder given the bridge’s history. This
incident follows two similar crashes earlier in July, highlighting a persistent problem that
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has seen over 100 vehicles, including trucks and buses, collide with the bridge in recent
years. A 2016 Daily Mail report noted a truck driver “fuming” after a similar incident, with a
cyclist calming him down, reflecting the frustration these crashes provoke.

The Montague Street Bridge, a rail overpass, has become a symbol of flawed urban
design, with warning gantries and rubber paddles installed in 2016 proving insufficient.
Critics argue that successive governments, including the current Australian Labor Party
(ALP) administration, have failed to address the issue decisively, prioritizing other
infrastructure projects while this hazard persists. The bridge’s low clearance continues to
catch drivers off guard, raising questions about whether signage is adequate or if drivers
are simply negligent. Posts on X have called for structural changes, with some users
decrying the lack of a permanent fix as a “disgrace to Melbourne’s planning.”

This latest incident reignites the debate over responsibility. Should drivers bear the full
burden, or does the government’s inaction share blame? As Melbourne grows, the need
for safe, modern infrastructure becomes urgent. The Montague Street Bridge saga is a
stark reminder that patchwork solutions, gantries, signs, or fines aren’t enough. Until
meaningful action is taken, this infamous bridge will likely claim more victims, disrupting
lives and traffic. For now, commuters and truckers alike are left navigating a known trap,
hoping to avoid being the next headline.
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