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In a significant demonstration of strategic unity, the U.S. Coast Guard has completed a
historic multinational operation alongside its partners from Australia, India, and Japan,
members of the security-focused coalition known as the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(Quad). The operation, known as Quad Sail, saw the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Stratton (WMSL
752) arrive in Guam on July 3 after a coordinated maritime exercise aimed at strengthening

regional cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.
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This inaugural Quad Sail marks a milestone in bolstering naval partnerships and advancing
shared goals of maintaining maritime security and open sea lanes across one of the world’s
most vital and contested regions. The joint initiative also highlights the United States’
commitment to a stable and rules-based maritime order, especially in light of growing

security challenges in the Indo-Pacific.

Captain Brian Krautler, commanding officer of the Stratton, described the operation as a
“hallmark moment” for all nations involved. Together, we fostered professional exchanges
and enhanced maritime domain awareness. We believe in the necessity of a prosperous and
secure Indo-Pacific and share concern over the rise of malign behaviors that undercut law
and order,” Krautler stated, referencing the increasing assertiveness of certain state actors

in the region.

The Quad, comprising the United States, Australia, India, and Japan, has emerged as a
strategic alliance intended to uphold peace and counterbalance coercive behavior in the
Indo-Pacific. Although not a formal military alliance, the grouping shares a unified stance on
defending freedom of navigation and national sovereignty, values reinforced through

operations like this.

The Stratton, a 418-foot Legend-class National Security Cutter, is designed for high-
endurance missions and currently operates under Destroyer Squadron 15 (DESRON 15), the
U.S. Navy’s largest destroyer squadron. Homeported in Alameda, California, the vessel
boasts capabilities including a 12,000-nautical-mile range and advanced surveillance

equipment, making it well-suited for expansive Pacific operations.

During its recent patrol, the Stratton’s crew engaged in numerous joint operations to
promote maritime safety and counter regional threats. As the Indo-Pacific continues to grow
in strategic importance, the ability to project power and build coalitions remains critical to

preserving a free and open maritime domain.

The U.S. 7th Fleet, which oversees naval operations in the region, continues to lead
initiatives that deepen interoperability with like-minded partners. Quad Sail is a direct
extension of this mission, showcasing that enduring alliances and operational readiness are

key to deterring aggression and ensuring long-term regional prosperity.

This event reinforces the United States’ broader Indo-Pacific strategy, one that favors

mutual respect, lawful access to international waters, and resilient alliances over unilateral
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displays of force. The message from Guam is clear: the U.S. and its allies remain vigilant,

committed, and unified in safeguarding the future of the Indo-Pacific.
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