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St. Xavier’s College in Mumbai has canceled its annual Stan Swamy Memorial Lecture,
originally scheduled for the evening of August 9, 2025. The decision follows protests by
Hindu nationalist groups opposing the focus of the lecture, which was to honor the late
Jesuit priest and tribal rights activist, Stan Swamy. The college cited concerns for campus
harmony and security as the primary reasons for the cancellation.

St. Xavier’s Cancels Stan Swamy Lecture
Amid Protests
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Stan Swamy, who passed away in July 2021, was a prominent advocate for tribal
communities and a vocal critic of government policies that, according to him, marginalized
indigenous populations in India. His activism highlighted issues such as land rights,
displacement, and access to justice for tribal people, many of whom live in remote and
underserved regions of the country. Swamy’s life and work have been widely discussed
among human rights organizations, academic circles, and civil society.

The decision by St. Xavier’s College to cancel the lecture has raised significant questions
about academic freedom and the space for open dialogue within Indian educational
institutions. Academic freedom, a core principle in higher education, protects the right of
colleges and universities to host discussions on a wide range of topics, including those that
may be politically sensitive or controversial. It enables the pursuit of truth and the critical
examination of social and political issues.

Opposition to the lecture by Hindu nationalist groups reflects a growing trend in India where
events related to human rights, minority issues, or dissenting viewpoints have faced
pushback. Such protests, when resulting in cancellations or restrictions, may curtail the
rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, rights guaranteed under the Indian
Constitution. Critics argue that this trend undermines democratic principles and inhibits the
healthy exchange of ideas essential for a pluralistic society.

The college’s stated concern for maintaining campus harmony and security points to the
complex balancing act that institutions face in such situations. While ensuring safety is
paramount, the cancellation also illustrates the challenges faced by educational institutions
when confronted with external pressures. It raises the question of whether such decisions
set precedents that could discourage future academic events that tackle difficult topics.

This incident also underscores broader human rights concerns in India related to the
treatment of activists and the space for civil society to engage in advocacy. Stan Swamy’s
case drew international attention when he was arrested in connection with the Bhima
Koregaon case, and his subsequent death in custody sparked debates on the rights of
prisoners, access to medical care, and the treatment of dissenters.

Human rights organizations and academic advocates have expressed concern that
suppressing memorial lectures and discussions about figures like Swamy may further
marginalize the very communities whose issues they sought to highlight. These events

8/9/25, 8:39 AM St. Xavier’s Cancels Stan Swamy Lecture Amid Protests – OpenVoiceNews India

https://openvoicenews.in/?print-my-blog=1&post-type=post&statuses%5B%5D=publish&rendering_wait=0&columns=1&font_size=normal&image_size… 2/3



serve as vital platforms for raising awareness, promoting understanding, and encouraging
policy dialogue.

In conclusion, the cancellation of the Stan Swamy Memorial Lecture at St. Xavier’s College
brings into sharp focus the tensions between political sensitivities and academic freedom
in India. It highlights the ongoing challenges faced by educational institutions, activists, and
civil society in preserving spaces for free expression and human rights advocacy. As India
continues to grapple with these issues, the role of colleges and universities as arenas for
open discourse remains crucial.
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