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WASHINGTON, U.S. lawmakers are turning their attention to boosting national labor
productivity as part of efforts to strengthen the country’s economy and address challenges
posed by an aging workforce. Congressional leaders and economic advisers are pushing for
reforms aimed at reducing bureaucratic delays and supporting workforce development

initiatives.
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During a hearing on Capitol Hill on Thursday, Representative Karen Hughes, chair of the
House Committee on Economic Growth, highlighted that slow regulatory processes and
approval delays continue to hinder U.S. businesses and infrastructure projects. “Every week
a project is held up by red tape is a week of lost productivity,” Hughes said. “We need to
streamline approval systems and reduce unnecessary delays to help businesses thrive and

ensure Americans can benefit from a stronger economy.”

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. productivity growth has averaged only
1.2% annually over the past five years, falling short of historical averages. Experts warn that
without action, the economy may struggle to maintain living standards, especially as the

proportion of retirees continues to rise relative to the working population.

Economists point to several key factors affecting productivity. Regulatory inefficiencies,
uneven access to workforce training, and delays in infrastructure projects contribute to
slower economic output. Additionally, demographic shifts, including declining birth rates
and longer life expectancy, mean that fewer workers will be available to support a growing

number of retirees, creating pressure on social programs and public finances.

Senator Michael Ramirez, a member of the Senate Committee on Finance, emphasized the
importance of workforce development programs. “We must invest in skills training,
vocational education, and apprenticeships,” Ramirez said. “Empowering workers with the
tools they need not only raises productivity but also strengthens communities and improves

quality of life across the nation.”

Lawmakers are also considering reforms to federal environmental and permitting
regulations, which they argue can be unnecessarily time-consuming. Streamlining the
review and approval processes for infrastructure and energy projects could accelerate

construction timelines while maintaining environmental safeguards, officials said.

Public-private partnerships are emerging as another potential solution. By collaborating with
state governments, nonprofit organizations, and private companies, federal agencies aim to
implement programs that enhance workforce readiness and increase operational efficiency

in key industries.

Experts caution that improving productivity is not solely about technology or automation.

“Human capital remains the most important driver,” said Dr. Elena Morales, senior economist
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at the National Policy Institute. “Investing in education, reducing barriers to employment, and

supporting working families are critical to sustainable growth.”

As Congress debates proposals in the coming months, policymakers stress that boosting
labor productivity is central to addressing economic challenges posed by demographic
trends. Streamlined regulations, targeted workforce initiatives, and strategic investment in

infrastructure are expected to play key roles in shaping America’s economic future.
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