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Australia has delivered the first tranche of 49 M1A1 Abrams main
battle tanks (MBTs) to Ukraine, enhancing its defense against Russia’s
ongoing invasion. Valued at $245 million, the tanks, shipped from the
Port of Geelong, bolster Ukraine’s armored capabilities as part of
Australia’s $1.5 billion aid commitment. The delivery, completed in July
2025, underscores Australia’s resolve to support Ukraine’s sovereignty
without compromising its own defense modernization.

Initial Batch of Australian M1A1 Abrams
Tanks Delivered to Ukraine to Strengthen
Defense Against Russia
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The M1A1 Abrams, equipped with a 120mm cannon and robust
Chobham armor, brings significant firepower and mobility to Ukraine’s
Armed Forces. Defence Minister Richard Marles, speaking on July 19,
2025, emphasized, “These tanks will make a significant contribution to
Ukraine’s fight against Russia’s illegal invasion” (Mirage News). The
Australian Defence Force (ADF) facilitated the transfer, with the majority
of the 49 tanks now in Ukraine, the remainder due soon, per the
Department of Defence. This follows months of delays due to
bureaucratic hurdles, including U.S. approval for the export of these
American-made tanks, as noted by ABC News.

Ukraine’s Ambassador Vasyl Myroshnychenko praised the delivery,
calling it “timely and fit-for-purpose” (Defence Connect). The tanks,
retired from Australian service in 2024 as the ADF transitions to 75
newer M1A2 models, have never seen combat, ensuring their reliability.
However, concerns linger about their vulnerability to Russian drones,
prompting Ukraine to equip them with reactive armor and jammers,
according to The War Zone. Social media posts on X, like
@Osinttechnical’s note on May 19, 2025, confirmed the tanks were
loaded for shipment, reflecting global attention on the transfer.

The delivery, part of Operation Kudu, complements Australia’s training
of Ukrainian troops and planned deployment of a Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF) E-7A Wedgetail aircraft to secure aid routes. While the
current government’s broader aid strategy includes humanitarian
support, the focus remains on military assistance to counter Russia’s
aggression. With Russian forces reportedly destroying some U.S.-
supplied Abrams, per Pravda USA, Australia’s contribution strengthens
Ukraine’s resolve. As the conflict persists, these tanks signal
unwavering Western support, ensuring Ukraine can hold the line against
an emboldened adversary.
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