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Southport, a coastal town in Merseyside, is marking one year since the devastating attack
at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club that took the lives of three young girls. 

While the pain still lingers, local leaders and families are united in their message:
Southport will not be defined by this atrocity, but by its resilience, compassion, and
strength.

On Tuesday, a three-minute silence will be held and flags lowered on public buildings to
honour the victims—six-year-old Bebe King, seven-year-old Elsie Dot Stancombe, and
nine-year-old Alice da Silva Aguiar. 

At the request of their families, there will be no vigils or floral tributes at the scene. They
have asked for privacy during what remains an incredibly painful and personal time.

Patrick Hurley, Member of Parliament (MP) for Southport, described the day as “really
emotional,” adding that while the attack will always be a part of the town’s history, it does
not represent the whole of Southport. 

“There’s so much more to Southport than that,” Hurley said. “It’s a day to remember the
girls and the wave of community support that followed.”

The authorities are on high alert this week, with police monitoring online activity amid
concerns of potential unrest similar to last summer’s anti-social disturbances. 

Tensions have also risen following incidents in Epping, Leeds, Norwich, and
Nottinghamshire. But Hurley has a firm message: “Spend your time enjoying the
promenade, supporting local shops, and having some fish and chips. But if you’re coming
to cause trouble—we don’t want you.”

The 17-year-old perpetrator of the attack, Axel Rudakubana, was known to police for his
obsession with extreme violence. A public inquiry led by Sir Adrian Fulford is currently
investigating what is being called a “wholesale failure” to prevent the tragedy.
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The community is exploring permanent memorials to honor the victims, such as a
planned sculpture at Anfield. 

Phil Porter, Chief Executive of Sefton Council, captured the mood best: “We want to be
defined by our response, not by the horror that befell us.”


