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British Airways has launched a compelling promotion for its Executive Club members,
slashing the Avios cost of economy-class Reward Flights on British Airways-operated
short-haul European routes by up to 40%. This limited-time offer, which runs until 23 July
2025, applies to travel from 1 August 2025 to 18 December 2025 and 5 January 2026 to
11 February 2026, though a blackout period applies over Christmas from 19 December
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2025 to 4 January 2026. For savvy travellers looking to stretch their Avios further, this sale
presents a golden opportunity to explore Europe at a fraction of the usual points cost.

The deal applies exclusively to World Traveller economy-class redemptions on British
Airways-operated flights, excluding partner airlines. While the Avios discount is substantial,
taxes, fees, and surcharges remain unchanged. Fortunately, the airline’s Reward Flight Saver
option allows members to pay a modest cash amount, sometimes as low as £ 1, to cover
these costs, making the overall deal more attractive. 

Navigating this offer requires a bit of effort, as British Airways doesn’t flag discounted flights
or specify the exact discount percentage. The airline’s use of peak and off-peak pricing
adds another layer of complexity. To gauge the savings, travellers should compare Avios
costs for flights within the promotional period against those after 11 February 2026This
promotion stands out for its potential value, especially for those with ample Avios but
limited cash for transatlantic travel. However, the lack of transparency around which routes
qualify and the variable discount rates may frustrate some. “It’s a fantastic opportunity, but
you’ve got to do your homework to find the best deals,” noted travel expert Rhys Jones in a
recent interview with Head for Points. He advised checking European routes from London,
as British Airways has shown significant Avios reductions on these in past sales.

To maximise value, focus on non-stop flights to London, as British Airways prices Avios
redemptions per segment, meaning connecting flights could erode savings. Members can
also top up their Avios balance during the promotional period, with a separate offer
providing a 40% bonus on purchased Avios until 23 July 2025. This could be a smart move
for those short of points to secure a dream European getaway.

This sale underscores British Airways’ efforts to keep its loyalty programme competitive,
though some travellers may feel the current Labour government’s policies on air travel
taxation do little to ease the burden of fees on such redemptions. Nonetheless, with careful
planning, this offer can unlock significant savings for European city breaks, making travel to
destinations across Europe more attainable than ever.
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