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The United States is witnessing an unprecedented enforcement escalation under President
Donald Trump’s administration, driven by a $170 billion allocation in the recently enacted
“One Big Beautiful Bill” focused on border and interior immigration enforcement. This
financial injection, comparable to wartime supplemental budgets, signals a dramatic shift in
policy, with far-reaching implications for communities across the nation.

ICE is set to hire 10,000 new officers over five years, raising its total enforcement personnel
significantly, with detention funding projected to rise from approximately $3.4 billion to $45
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billion by 2029, a 365% increase. This dwarfs the federal prison system’s annual budget.
ICE’s detention allocation alone will exceed it, raising concerns about the creation of a
sprawling detention network. As history shows, such infrastructure often generates its
demand, with bureaucratic pressures ensuring its full utilization.

Tom Homan, Trump’s enforcement czar, recently stated in an interview, “With this funding,
we’ll have the resources to enforce laws like never before. We’re going to do what needs to
be done.” Current data indicates approximately 56,397 individuals are detained as of mid-
June 2025; with the increased funding, daily detention capacity could rise to at least
100,000, potentially holding a quarter million total at any given time.

Former Trump adviser Stephen Miller and border czar Tom Homan have advocated for daily
arrest targets of up to 3,000 migrants, a nearly threefold increase from earlier in the year;
DHS Secretary Kristi Noem has similarly backed the escalation. Meeting this target will
likely involve aggressive raids in urban centers, particularly in cities like Los Angeles,
Chicago, and New York, which Trump has singled out for their significant populations.

The approach to identifying targets is alarmingly broad. Given that many U.S. citizens make
up over 65 million Americans, critics warn that aggressive interior enforcement and broad
arrest criteria raise the risk of racial and ethnic profiling. Such tactics could lead to the
wrongful detention of American citizens, a concern amplified by the planned increase in
warrantless searches and arrests.

Compounding these issues is the creation of a national database, powered by Palantir’s
software and combining data from multiple federal agencies, including the Department of
Homeland Security and the Internal Revenue Service. This supercharged surveillance
system, backed by the Department of Government Efficiency, raises fears of overreach, with
potential access to bank accounts and medical records. The administration’s ambitions
extend to targeting various groups through vague legal mechanisms like “denaturalization.”
A recent memo from the Attorney General underscores these concerns.

The case of Zohran Mamdani, a New York City mayoral candidate and naturalized citizen,
illustrates the risks. Republican congressman Andy Ogles recently urged Bondi to
investigate Mamdani’s status over a rap song allegedly glorifying Hamas affiliates,
highlighting how such laws could be weaponized against political opponents.
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This expansion of enforcement, surveillance, and detention signals a troubling shift toward
authoritarian control, justified by a narrative that lacks evidence. Communities must respond
proactively:

Distribute resources like the Immigrant Legal Resource Center’s red cards, available in
multiple languages at ilrc.org, which outline rights during encounters, including the right to
remain silent and refuse searches.

If stopped by agents, you’re not obligated to answer questions or consent to searches.
Clearly state your refusal if searches proceed, and ask if you’re free to leave if not under
arrest. Document any violations for legal recourse.

The broader aim of these policies is to silence dissent. Speak out, share evidence of
abuses, and engage in nonviolent activism to counter this overreach.

The scale of this enforcement surge demands vigilance and action to protect communities
and uphold democratic principles in the face of escalating control.
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