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The Madhya Pradesh High Court has halted the distribution of the state’s prestigious Vikram

Award for adventure sports, pending resolution of a legal dispute over eligibility
requirements. The court’s interim order came after several mountaineers, including

individuals who have successfully scaled Mount Everest, challenged the state government’s

application criteria.
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At the center of the controversy is a regulation that stipulates applicants must submit their
claims for the Vikram Award within five years of completing their achievement. Petitioners
argue that this timeframe is both arbitrary and unfair, particularly in the context of adventure
sports where recognition and verification processes can take significantly longer. They
further contend that such a rule excludes deserving candidates who have brought honor to

the state in years past but were unaware of or unable to meet the administrative deadline.

The Vikram Award is among Madhya Pradesh’s highest honors for sports excellence,
covering a range of disciplines from athletics to adventure activities such as
mountaineering, trekking, and water sports. Awardees receive a citation, a trophy, and a
cash prize, and the honor is considered an important milestone in a sportsperson’s career.
For adventure sports enthusiasts, especially those who have undertaken extraordinary feats
such as scaling the world’s tallest peaks, the recognition also serves as an

acknowledgment of personal endurance, discipline, and skill.

During the hearing, the court noted that the rule could potentially create procedural gaps,
undermining the very purpose of recognizing outstanding contributions in sports. The bench
observed that several achievements in adventure sports may not be widely reported or
officially verified within the stipulated timeframe, especially when expeditions involve

international routes, remote terrains, and complex logistical arrangements.

In response to the petition, the High Court has directed the Madhya Pradesh Department of
Sports and Youth Welfare to file a detailed clarification on the matter by August 8, 2025. The
department has been asked to explain the rationale behind the five-year limit and to indicate
whether provisions exist for exceptional cases. Until a final decision is reached, the court

has ordered that the award distribution process for this year be put on hold.

This legal intervention comes at a time when sports recognition policies are under greater
public scrutiny across India. Many athletes and advocacy groups have called for more
inclusive and transparent criteria for state and national awards, citing instances where

deserving candidates were overlooked due to bureaucratic technicalities.

Adventure sports in particular present unique challenges for award committees.
Achievements often occur in extreme conditions and remote locations, where official
witnesses or documentation are harder to secure. In the case of Everest expeditions,
verification may require coordination with multiple international agencies, mountaineering

federations, and even weather-dependent scheduling for final reports.
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For the petitioners, the court’s decision offers a reprieve and a chance to press for reforms
that could benefit future applicants. For the state government, it presents an opportunity to

review existing guidelines and ensure that recognition systems are aligned with the realities

of different sporting disciplines.

The matter will come up for further hearing after the August 8 submission deadline, and until

then, the fate of this year's Vikram Award honorees remains uncertain.
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