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Missouri voters will face another statewide ballot initiative on abortion in 2026, as a
proposed constitutional amendment known as Amendment 3 returns to the spotlight. The
measure, which was initially passed by voters in November 2024, is now subject to renewed

legislative and legal challenges that could reshape how abortion is regulated in the state.
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In May 2025, the Missouri General Assembly approved a referendum aimed at repealing the
version of Amendment 3 that had been adopted by a majority of voters just two years prior.
The decision sets the stage for another contentious vote on a deeply polarizing issue that

has divided state lawmakers, advocacy groups, and the public.

At the heart of the debate is the wording of the amendment itself. Critics from both sides of
the abortion issue have raised concerns that the current language is ambiguous and may
confuse voters. Some argue that the amendment could be interpreted too broadly or too

narrowly, depending on future court rulings.

The 2024 version of Amendment 3 added protections for abortion access to the Missouri
Constitution, effectively overriding the state’s near-total ban on the procedure, which had
been triggered by the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2022 decision to overturn Roe v. Wade. That

ruling gave individual states full authority to regulate or ban abortion.

Following its passage, opponents of the amendment moved quickly to challenge its validity.
Republican lawmakers claimed that voters may not have fully understood the implications
of the measure. In response, they introduced a new referendum to repeal the amendment

and place a revised version before the electorate in 2026.

Legal analysts have noted that Missouri is one of several states where abortion-related
amendments are likely to appear on ballots in upcoming election cycles. Similar initiatives

are being discussed or litigated in states like Florida, Arizona, and Ohio.

Missouri Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft, a Republican and vocal critic of the 2024
amendment, has expressed support for the repeal effort, saying it is necessary to provide
clarity and allow voters to make an informed decision. Meanwhile, organizations that
supported the original amendment are preparing to campaign against the repeal, arguing

that the measure reflects the will of Missouri residents.

As the state prepares for another round of legal filings, legislative hearings, and political
advertising, both sides are expected to mobilize heavily ahead of the 2026 election. With
voter sentiment potentially shifting since the 2024 decision, the outcome remains

uncertain.
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