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On July 27, 2025, Pakistan’s Armed Forces solemnly commemorated the 7 /7th
martyrdom anniversary of Captain Muhammad Sarwar Shaheed, the first recipient of the
Nishan-e-Haider, Pakistan’s highest military award for valor. This occasion honors his
heroic sacrifice during the First Kashmir War and reinforces the Armed Forces’ enduring

commitment to defending the country’s sovereignty.

Captain Muhammad Sarwar Bhatti was born on November 10, 1910, in Singhori village,
Gujar Khan. Commissioned into the Punjab Regiment in 1944, he quickly earned a
reputation for discipline and bravery. In 1948, during the conflict in Kashmir, he
commanded the 2nd Battalion of the Punjab Regiment in the Uri sector of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir. While leading an assault against well-entrenched enemy positions, Captain
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Sarwar advanced under heavy mortar and machine-gun fire. On July 27, 1948, at Tilpatra,
he was mortally wounded while cutting through barbed wire to clear a path for his troops,
sacrificing his life at age 38. His extraordinary gallantry was posthumously recognized

with the Nishan-e-Haider, securing his legacy as a national hero.

The Pakistan Armed Forces, along with the Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee and
Service Chiefs, paid tribute to Captain Sarwar’s bravery. A ceremony in his hometown
included a guard of honor and the laying of floral wreaths at his mausoleum. The Inter-
Services Public Relations described his courage and steadfast resolve as an enduring
inspiration for generations of soldiers. His sacrifice remains a foundational element of

Pakistan’s military values, emphasizing duty and selflessness.

Captain Sarwar’s legacy extends beyond the battlefield. Institutions such as Sarwar
Shaheed College in Gujar Khan continue to educate future generations about his life and
sacrifice. His story is preserved in military academies and history texts as a symbol of
Pakistan’s determination against external threats. The Armed Forces reiterated their
resolve to protect the nation, drawing strength from the example set by martyrs like

Captain Sarwar.

In the face of ongoing challenges, the memory of Captain Muhammad Sarwar Shaheed
serves as a powerful reminder of the cost of freedom. His courage continues to inspire
the nation to uphold resilience, patriotism, and the core values that define Pakistan’s

identity.
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