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A Manly family has faced a relentless campaign of terror from a social
housing tenant, culminating in his arrest after allegedly brandishing a
replica shotgun and issuing death threats. The neighbor’s actions,
reported on July 20, 2025, by The Daily Telegraph, have left residents
shaken, highlighting concerns about safety and oversight in public
housing. The incident underscores the need for stronger community
protections.

Manly Family Endures Terror Campaign from
Neighbor
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The perpetrator, a 42-year-old man living in a Department of
Communities and Justice (DCJ) social housing unit in Sydney’s Manly,
allegedly terrorized his neighbors for months. According to court
documents cited by The Daily Telegraph, the harassment began with
verbal abuse and escalated to physical intimidation, including an
incident where he confronted a family member with a replica shotgun,
shouting, “You wanna die?” (@lynlinking). The family, including young
children, lived in fear, with one parent telling 9News, “We’ve been
prisoners in our own home, afraid to go outside.” Neighbors reported
similar disturbances, with one describing the man as “unpredictable
and menacing” (The Daily Telegraph).

The situation reflects broader issues with social housing management,
where tenants with behavioral problems can disrupt communities. The
DCJ, responsible for tenant oversight, has faced criticism for slow
responses to complaints. On X, @SydneySafeHomes posted, “How
many complaints does it take for action? This family suffered too long.”
The man’s arrest on July 18, 2025, followed a police raid prompted by
multiple reports, with charges including intimidation and possession of
an unauthorized weapon, per New South Wales (NSW) Police records.

The family’s ordeal has sparked calls for stricter tenant vetting and
faster intervention by authorities. Local Liberal MP James Griffin
emphasized, “Residents deserve safe neighborhoods, not fear from
those exploiting public housing” (The Daily Telegraph). The case
echoes past incidents, like a 2017 Gold Coast neighbor attack
reported by A Current Affair, underscoring a recurring issue. With the
perpetrator now in custody awaiting trial, the community seeks
assurance that such terror won’t recur. Manly’s residents demand
accountability to restore peace, highlighting the need for robust
policies to protect families from disruptive tenants.
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