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Yrsa Christoffersen, 73, was meant tobe enjoying a peaceful holiday with her grandchild
when her life was tragically cut short. Instead, she died following a high-speed crash caused
by Andrew Julian Stewart-Smith, 29, who was driving a stolen vehicle recklessly before

fleeing the scene. The devastating consequences of this reckless behavior were laid bare in
the Brisbane Supreme Court on Monday, where Stewart-Smith was sentenced to eight-and-

a-half years in prison for his actions.
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The incident occurred in September 2023 when Yrsa was driving her daughter, Maria
Christoffersen, to work in their Suzuki Swift. Stewart-Smith, driving a Holden Commodore
with stolen registration plates, was recorded traveling at speeds up to 114 kilometers per
hour (km/h) in a 60 km/h zone. The resulting collision sent their vehicle airborne, killing Yrsa
instantly and seriously injuring Maria. Maria suffered multiple fractures, including injuries to

her jaw, ribs, pelvis, and spine, as well as lacerations to her spleen and liver.

In a victim impact statement, Maria described the pain and trauma she endured following
the crash. “I woke up in a hospital bed, feeling pain like | had never known,” she said. “I
remember asking where my mom was, and they wouldn’t tell me. The way they looked at me,
though, | knew.” The emotional toll extended beyond physical injuries, with the family
devastated by the loss and the violent disruption of what should have been a quiet family

holiday.

Following the crash, Stewart-Smith fled, telling onlookers, “You don’t understand, it's not my
car,” before attempting to hide in a storm drain. He was later found by a police tracker dog,
covered in mud in an attempt to conceal himself. His criminal record revealed 35 prior

speeding offenses since 2013, highlighting a pattern of dangerous driving.

In addition to charges related to the crash, Stewart-Smith pleaded guilty to vehicle theft,
dangerous operation of a motor vehicle causing death and grievous bodily harm, drug
possession, and child exploitation material offenses. Police found methamphetamine and

335 images of child exploitation material on his phone during subsequent searches.

Justice Tom Sullivan condemned Stewart-Smith’s “reprehensible” behavior during
sentencing, emphasizing the severe consequences of reckless driving and criminal
conduct. The sentence of eight-and-a-half years in jail reflects the seriousness of the

offenses and the profound loss suffered by the Christoffersen family.

This case is a stark reminder of the dangers posed by repeat offenders on the roads and the
need for firm legal consequences to protect innocent lives. As the community mourns Yrsa
Christoffersen’s untimely death, it is clear that preventing similar tragedies requires both
stringent law enforcement and public awareness of the risks associated with reckless and

illegal driving.
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