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A new nationwide mission aims to transform Britain’s urban environments by investing up to
£1 billion into green space development, with an initial £15.5 million already committed.
Backed by prominent environmental organisations, the effort seeks to reconnect millions
with nature while revitalising neglected public spaces in cities and towns across the
country.

£1 Billion Green Space Initiative Targets
Urban Renewal Across UK

—
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Launched under the Nature Towns and Cities program, the first wave of funding will support
projects in 40 urban areas, including regional parks, riverside upgrades, and neighbourhood
green patches. The initiative is spearheaded by a partnership between the National Trust,
Natural England, and the National Lottery Heritage Fund to expand access to nature for five
million residents by 2035. Organisers hope to attract private and philanthropic backing to
raise the full £1 billion target.

The program introduces creative concepts such as a “greening permit” scheme, inspired by
Paris, which will empower local citizens and community groups to plant and maintain
vegetation in public spaces. Other measures include the creation of “environmental justice
maps” to identify underserved communities where access to green space is most limited.

Director General of the National Trust, Hilary McGrady, emphasised the importance of
addressing the imbalance: “When 85% of the UK population lives in built-up urban areas, we
must reach them. Everyone, everywhere, should have easy and local access to nature and
green spaces.”

Decades of budget pressures on local authorities have left many urban green areas
neglected. According to the project partners, two-thirds of English households currently
lack a decent-sized green space within a 15-minute walk, a gap this initiative intends to
narrow.

Among the early beneficiaries, the borough of Ealing in west London is set to receive nearly
£1 million to prepare for a major 586 hectare (1,448 acre) regional park. In south-east
London’s Lewisham, efforts will focus on historically underserved neighbourhoods,
including Black, African, and Caribbean communities.

Bradford, in West Yorkshire, where life expectancy can vary dramatically within the city,
plans to use its funding to expand “nature-based social prescribing,” a growing public health
approach that links time outdoors with well-being. Meanwhile, Bristol is piloting the
aforementioned greening permit, giving residents a new role in urban renewal.

Elsewhere, North Lanarkshire in central Scotland will use its funding to develop detailed
environmental need assessments through mapping, and in Belfast, grants will improve
alleyways and areas around the city’s historic peace walls.
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The seaside towns of Bournemouth, Christchurch, and Poole (collectively known as BCP)
have already earned recognition as the UK’s first official “nature towns.” In Birmingham,
similar work has led to its designation as the country’s first “nature city.” One standout BCP
project in Christchurch created a small wildlife pond and a nesting tower for house martins,
a migratory bird. More than 50 volunteers and local businesses contributed to the effort.

Janna Bloice, urban greening project manager for the site, described its community impact:
“People come and spend a few peaceful minutes here. Having access to a little bit of nature
makes a huge difference.” The project has even inspired residents to create wild spaces in
their backyards.

While modest in scope at the moment, the broader ambition is to fundamentally shift how
cities integrate green spaces into daily life. By encouraging community involvement and
leveraging both public and private investment, the Nature Towns and Cities initiative aims to
deliver tangible benefits for people and wildlife alike, without relying solely on government-
driven expansion.
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