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Prime Minister Keir Starmer has recalled his Cabinet from the summer
recess to hold an emergency meeting on the deteriorating humanitarian
situation in Gaza, amid mounting international and domestic pressure for
UK support of a peace roadmap that includes recognition of a Palestinian
state.

UK Government Convenes Crisis Meeting on
Gaza as Statehood Debate Intensifies

—



The meeting was preceded by discussions with European allies France
and Germany on a UK-led peace plan and comes as global
condemnation mounts over what Starmer described as an “absolute
catastrophe” in Gaza. Starmer described the crisis as “unspeakable and
indefensible”, stressing the urgent need for humanitarian aid, a ceasefire
and pressuring for hostage release as part of a credible roadmap to
peace.

During the talks, Starmer stressed that practical steps, not slogans, must
underpin peace in the region. He reaffirmed that a viable two-state
solution, ncluding eventual recognition of Palestinian statehood as part of
a wider peace roadmap, is essential for lasting stability for Israelis and
Palestinians alike. However, he insisted that formal recognition should
only follow demonstrable progress toward an enforceable ceasefire and
visible de‑escalation steps.

More than 220 cross‑party MPs, mainly from Labour, have urged Starmer
to follow France’s lead by formally recognising a Palestinian state before
the UN General Assembly in September. Some in his party see this as
both a moral and political imperative, but Starmer remains cautious,
suggesting premature recognition could weaken the UK’s influence in
peace negotiations.

Meanwhile, the UK government has pledged practical humanitarian
support, including participation in coordinated airdrops and assistance to
evacuate critically ill Gaza children in cooperation with Jordan and
international relief agencies. These moves are intended to address the
immediate crisis while underpinning diplomatic efforts led by the United
States, Qatar, and Egypt.



Despite growing support within his Cabinet, including from Foreign
Secretary David Lammy, Starmer remains committed to a measured
approach, emphasising diplomatic credibility over symbolic gestures. He
has argued that Britain must act in a way that ensures long-term
credibility and regional impact, rather than succumbing to political
symbolism.

Critics on the centre-right argue the government should act more
decisively and question whether Labour’s cautious diplomacy is enough
in the face of escalating violence. Others have raised concerns that
Britain risks falling behind on the global stage if it delays key foreign
policy decisions.

As Starmer prepared to meet US President Donald Trump at Turnberry on
28 July 2025, the UK’s role in shaping Middle East peace was under
sharp focus, with both leaders emphasising humanitarian relief and
ceasefire diplomacy. The next steps could determine whether Britain
leads with action or follows from behind.


