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Bank of Australia (RBA) sets interest rates. From November 26, the

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) will begin releasing a full monthly
Consumer Price Index (CPI), enhancing the central bank’s ability to
assess inflation trends more precisely and respond with greater agility on

monetary policy decisions.
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Until now, the ABS has only published a monthly CPI indicator, which
included approximately two thirds of the items tracked in the more
comprehensive quarterly CPIl report. The upcoming change means that all
goods and services measured for inflation will now be assessed monthly,
offering policymakers a more complete and timely understanding of
household price movements. This more regular data stream addresses a
long-standing limitation in the RBA’'s toolkit and could smooth the

decision-making process on cash rate adjustments.

RBA Governor Michele Bullock previously noted that the timing of
inflation data has played a critical role in recent decisions, including the
contentious call to hold interest rates steady earlier this month. With a full
monthly CPIl available, the RBA will be better positioned to make informed
assessments between meetings, potentially enabling quicker action
when economic conditions require it. This increased transparency and
responsiveness is likely to support more effective management of
inflationary pressures, particularly in a global environment where

economic signals can shift rapidly.

The overhaul has been welcomed by market analysts and business
groups calling for more predictable and responsive monetary policy. With
inflationary concerns still weighing on households and industries,
improved access to timely data could give the RBA the confidence it
needs to ease rates sooner when conditions allow. As Australia
navigates a period of delicate economic adjustment, ensuring the central
bank has the best tools at its disposal is not only prudent but necessary.
The success of this reform will be judged in how effectively it supports
balanced economic growth without compromising on the stability of

price or employment.
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