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In a high-profile Independence Day speech, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled
an ambitious plan to bolster the country’s military capabilities, including a nationwide
missile defense system and advanced jet engine programs. While the government frames
these moves as enhancing national security, human rights advocates caution that rapid
militarization could have implications for civilian safety and regional stability.

India’s Missile Shield Raises Civilian Safety
Concerns
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Modi’s centerpiece initiative, dubbed “Mission Sudarshan Chakra,” aims to create a missile
defense dome over India by 2035. Officials describe it as a multi-layered system integrating
surveillance, cybersecurity, and precision counterattack capabilities. Analysts note that
while such technology is designed to protect military installations, it could indirectly impact
civilian populations living near test sites or military zones.

The announcement follows recent regional tensions, including threats from neighboring
Pakistan and a series of thwarted terror attacks. Indian authorities emphasize the protective
intent of the program, yet international observers highlight that expanding missile defenses
can escalate security dilemmas, potentially increasing the risk of conflict that affects
civilians.

A second major initiative targets domestic jet engine development, a long-standing
challenge for India’s defense sector. Despite decades of investment, India continues to rely
on foreign suppliers for critical aviation technology. Modi’s appeal to young engineers
signals a push for self-reliance, with potential implications for workforce development and
industrial safety standards in military manufacturing.

Human rights groups caution that rapid defense expansion can strain regulatory oversight,
particularly in areas of civilian safety, environmental compliance, and labor conditions in
defense production facilities. They argue that while the projects may strengthen national
security, robust monitoring and transparent reporting are essential to protect vulnerable
populations.

India’s defense industry has experienced rapid growth. In the past fiscal year, production
rose to ₹1.5 lakh crore, an 18% increase from the previous year, and defense exports
climbed to ₹23,622 crore. International demand for systems like the BrahMos missile has
surged, raising questions about the ethical and legal implications of arms exports. Human
rights organizations stress that countries importing such weapons must adhere to
international humanitarian law to prevent misuse that could harm civilians.

Economists and investors view Modi’s announcements as a potential boost to the defense
sector, promising thousands of high-skilled jobs. Yet human rights advocates emphasize
that economic gains must be balanced with safety protocols, especially in regions where
industrial expansion could affect communities near manufacturing and testing facilities.
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Modi’s 2035 vision underscores India’s ambitions to become a global defense technology
exporter. While the government frames these programs as instruments of security and
technological progress, experts argue that comprehensive human rights assessments are
necessary. Ensuring civilian protection, labor safety, and adherence to international norms
will be crucial as India pursues one of its most ambitious military modernization projects to
date.
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