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A 42-year-old man has been charged with manslaughter in the death of a 7-month-old baby

boy found unresponsive in a Queensland lake. Authorities believe the infant drowned while
staying at a campground with his parents. The man, known to the child, was arrested days
later and now faces domestic violence-related manslaughter charges as the investigation

deepens.

On Saturday morning, July 12, emergency services responded to reports of an

unresponsive baby at a park near Gympie Curra Road in Chatsworth, a rural area in
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Queensland, Australia. The infant had been camping with his parents roughly 164 feet from
the lake where the tragedy occurred. According to Queensland Police, the baby was pulled
from the water by his mother, and fellow campers attempted CPR until paramedics arrived.

Despite their efforts, the child was pronounced dead at Gympie Hospital shortly after.

The man arrested in connection with the death was located in Bundamba, a suburb of
Brisbane, more than 124 miles south of the campsite. He was charged with manslaughter
(DV), referring to domestic violence-related manslaughter, and is scheduled to appear in the
Ipswich Magistrates Court on Wednesday, July 26. Authorities have not released the names

of the child or the suspect due to the sensitive nature of the case and privacy concerns.

Initial reports from the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) suggested the death was
not being treated as suspicious. However, detectives from the local Child Trauma Unit and
the Homicide Investigation Group have since joined efforts with Wide Bay-Burnett police,
signaling a more comprehensive review into the circumstances surrounding the child’s

death.

Detective Inspector Craig Mansfield noted that investigators are still working to piece
together the events that led to the infant’s drowning. “There are missing parts leading into
that we need to try to establish,” Mansfield told ABC. “We’ve had a lot of campers staying
there overnight and also people dropping in to use the park facilities. We are aware that

some individuals left around the time of the incident.”

Campers at the site have been questioned, with some expressing shock over the tragedy.
“They picked us up, they took us in couple by couple,” camper Anthony Ellul told ABC. “The
police won’'t say anything to us because it's an ongoing investigation... but we know that the

child has passed away. It broke my heart.”

While mainstream media continues to report the incident with vague phrasing and limited
context, there is growing concern about the stability and safety of family environments that
appear to be faltering under Australia’s current social policies. The public deserves
transparency in cases involving domestic circumstances, particularly as family-related

violence has become increasingly prevalent and complex.

Law enforcement continues to appeal for public assistance. Anyone with relevant
information is urged to contact Queensland Police. Authorities are hoping more witnesses

from the campsite will come forward as they work to bring clarity to this heartbreaking case.
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This incident marks another tragic loss in a nation where policymakers often overlook the
erosion of community and family structures. It remains to be seen whether this will prompt a
deeper look at domestic safety or simply fade from the headlines, as too many of these

cases do.
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