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More than 20 Democrat-led states have filed a federal lawsuit challenging the Trump
administration’s move to suspend Medicaid reimbursements to Planned Parenthood and
similar providers, arguing that the cuts threaten access to critical health services for low-
income communities. The lawsuit, filed in the U.S. District Court for Massachusetts,
contends that the policy not only jeopardizes health care access but also violates

constitutional protections.



The policy, part of a broader tax and spending package signed earlier this month, halts
Medicaid reimbursements for one year to any family planning provider that received over
S800,000 in federal funds in 2023. Though not named directly in the legislation, the primary
impact targets Planned Parenthood Federation of America, which operates nearly 600
clinics in 48 states. Maine Family Planning, a statewide network of 18 clinics, is also

affected.

California, New York, Connecticut, and other states, along with Washington, D.C, argue the
language in the provision is vague and disproportionately punishes Planned Parenthood for
its stance on abortion access. In their complaint, the states claim the law infringes on free
speech protections under the First Amendment and seek to block the measure, calling it

unconstitutional.

California Attorney General Rob Bonta stated during a news conference, “This attack isn’t
just about abortion. It’s about denying vulnerable communities access to care they rely on
every day.” Bonta, a Democrat, warned that the cuts could have wide-ranging effects on
services like cancer screenings, contraception, and testing for sexually transmitted

infections (STIs).

Supporters of the funding halt, including the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), argue the provision promotes accountability. HHS spokesperson Andrew G. Nixon
defended the measure, saying, “States should not be forced to fund organizations that have
chosen political advocacy over patient care. It is a shame that these Democratic attorney
generals seek to undermine state flexibility and disregard longstanding concerns about

accountability.”

Earlier this year, both Planned Parenthood and Maine Family Planning filed separate lawsuits
challenging the funding cuts. Planned Parenthood argues the law threatens the future of

about a third of its clinics, potentially stripping health care from over one million patients.

Maine Family Planning has warned that it can only continue treating Medicaid patients
without reimbursement through October, relying on reserve funds. Approximately half of its

patients, excluding those seeking abortions, are covered by Medicaid.

A federal judge ruled Monday that Medicaid payments to Planned Parenthood must
continue nationwide, at least for the time being. The coalition of states behind Tuesday’s

lawsuit argues the legislation will ultimately lead to increased costs for state governments,



either by forcing the closure of high-demand clinics or requiring states to fill funding gaps

themselves.

Connecticut Attorney General William Tong explained the dilemma: “Either we have to
comply and violate Planned Parenthood’s constitutional rights and then push people to
alternative providers that don’t exist, who can’t pick up the slack, or we have to spend

upwards of S6 million or more to cover those services.”

While federal law prohibits the use of taxpayer money for most abortion procedures, many
conservative policymakers maintain that Medicaid funds indirectly support abortion

services by subsidizing other health care operations. The outcome of this legal challenge
could have lasting implications for how states administer public health funding and for the

future of organizations that provide reproductive health care nationwide.



