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A tragic two-vehicle accident in south Kansas City resulted in one fatality and one person in
critical condition Thursday afternoon, according to the Kansas City Police Department
(KCPD). The collision occurred at the intersection of Eastern Avenue and Blue Ridge
Boulevard around 4:41 p.m.

The preliminary investigation revealed that a silver Dodge Dakota was traveling southbound
on Blue Ridge Boulevard when a green Subaru Forester entered the intersection from a stop
sign on Eastern Avenue, causing a severe collision. The impact forced the Dodge to strike a

1 Dead, 1 Critical After Crash in South Kansas
City

—



curb and a metal light pole before overturning. The front-seat passenger in the Dodge was
pronounced dead at the scene, while the driver sustained critical injuries and was rushed to
a nearby hospital. Officials confirmed neither occupant in the Dodge was wearing a seat
belt at the time of the crash.

Meanwhile, the Subaru’s driver and rear-seat passenger escaped the accident without
injuries, according to Sergeant Phillip DiMartino of the KCPD, who provided a news release
about the incident.

 According to KCPD, this crash is Kansas City’s 30th traffic-related fatality of 2025,
compared to 46 at the same point in 2024. Traffic safety remains a pressing issue, with
many fatalities linked to failure to use seat belts and dangerous driving at intersections.

The absence of seat belts on the Dodge occupants is a glaring reminder of the importance
of basic safety measures. Despite ongoing public safety campaigns, many drivers and
passengers continue to neglect seat belt use, significantly increasing the risk of fatal
injuries during collisions.

Kansas City police urge drivers to exercise caution, especially at intersections where many
serious crashes occur. Intersections controlled by stop signs often see drivers misjudge
right-of-way, leading to devastating consequences. The critical nature of obeying traffic
laws and using seat belts cannot be overstated.

This incident also reflects broader concerns about road safety enforcement and public
awareness. While local authorities have increased efforts to reduce traffic fatalities, it is
ultimately the responsibility of drivers and passengers to adopt safe driving habits and
comply with regulations designed to protect all road users.

In addition to driver behavior, infrastructure conditions such as clear signage and well-
maintained roadways play a role in preventing accidents. The collision’s occurrence at a key
intersection points to the need for continuous evaluation of traffic controls to ensure they
effectively manage vehicle flow and minimize risks.

The Kansas City Police Department continues to investigate the crash, seeking to
understand all contributing factors. Sergeant DiMartino’s report serves as a critical update
to the community, emphasizing the real dangers that remain on the city’s streets.



As Kansas City moves forward, the focus must remain on encouraging responsible driving
and improving safety standards. The city’s slight decrease in traffic fatalities is positive but
should not lead to complacency.

Public officials, law enforcement, and community members all share a role in fostering a
safer environment. Strong enforcement of seat belt laws, combined with education
campaigns about intersection safety, are essential tools in reducing the toll of traffic deaths.

This devastating accident serves as a somber reminder of the consequences of neglecting
safety measures behind the wheel. With one life lost and another hanging in the balance,
Kansas City must continue prioritizing road safety to prevent further tragedy on its streets.
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