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Karachi’s real estate market is booming, but so are illegal and unauthorized housing

schemes. The Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) has warned citizens to verify project
approvals before investing, as many developers operate without proper planning
permissions, risking buyers’ finances and legal security. Below is a guide to legally

approved societies and red flags to avoid.

The rapid expansion of Karachi has led to a surge in illegal housing schemes, exploiting

buyers with false promises of ownership and amenities. The SBCA (Sindh Building Control
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Authority) emphasizes that only projects with formal planning and development permission
are legal. Many unauthorized societies lack basic infrastructure, water, or electricity
approvals, leaving investors stranded in incomplete ventures. The current administration’s
lax oversight has allowed these fraudulent operations to thrive, putting the public’s hard-

earned money at risk.

For 2025, the SBCA has released an updated list of legally compliant housing societies,
including well-known names like Gulshan-e-Igbal CHS (Cooperative Housing Society), Naya
Nazimabad, and Bahria Town Karachi. These projects meet all regulatory standards,
ensuring secure investments. However, buyers must cross-check approvals on the official
SBCA website, as some developers falsely claim “pending approval” to lure unsuspecting

customers.

Always demand official documentation, including SBCA's No-Objection Certificate (NOC)
and land ownership proof. Avoid deals with vague paperwork or pressure tactics. Report
suspicious schemes directly to the SBCA or anti-corruption authorities. Given the current
economic climate, due diligence is non-negotiable, fraudsters prey on desperation, but

vigilance can save millions.

Smart Investing in a Volatile Market Karachi’s real estate sector offers
opportunities but is riddled with pitfalls. While legal societies provide safe
investments, illegal operators continue exploiting regulatory gaps. The
solution? Verify, then trust. With corruption and inefficiency plaguing
oversight, the responsibility falls on buyers to protect themselves. Stay
informed, demand transparency, and invest only in SBCA-approved
projects because in Karachi’s property game, caution is the only winning

strategy.
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