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The University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers basketball team has officially finalized its
roster for the 2025-26 season. Under the leadership of second-year head coach Kim
Caldwell, the Lady Vols have built a dynamic, restructured lineup featuring both elite
freshmen and experienced transfers. With a focus on a modern, positionless style of play,

the team is poised for a competitive campaign in the Southeastern Conference.



Caldwell, who took the reins of the program in 2024, has quickly left her mark by
emphasizing versatility and fast-paced play. Her recruiting efforts have paid off: Tennessee
boasts the No. 2-ranked freshman class in the nation, according to multiple scouting
services. This group includes five highly regarded high school standouts, each bringing a
unigque skill set to the team. Combined with three key transfer additions, the Lady Vols now
feature a roster designed for flexibility and depth, hallmarks of Caldwell’s coaching

philosophy.

Rather than adhering to traditional basketball roles, Caldwell encourages a style where
players are expected to contribute across the board. Guards capable of defending post
players, forwards who can shoot from the perimeter, and quick transitions from defense to
offense define the blueprint she has laid out. “It’'s not about positions, it's about actions,”
Caldwell noted during a preseason interview. “We want every player on the court to be a

threat, defensively and offensively.”

Among the standout newcomers is a guard known for her playmaking abilities and a forward
who averaged double-doubles in high school. The transfers also bring maturity and college-
level experience, including one player from a Power Five program who has NCAA (National

Collegiate Athletic Association) tournament exposure.

The upcoming season will test the new-look Lady Vols against a challenging schedule
within the Southeastern Conference, but there is growing optimism surrounding the
program’s direction. After a transition year in 2024, Caldwell now has a roster built to match
her system, one that prioritizes effort, adaptability, and collective execution over individual

stardom.

As the Lady Vols enter this next chapter, fans and analysts alike will be watching closely to
see how this retooled squad performs. With talent, energy, and a coach committed to a
forward-thinking approach, Tennessee women’s basketball is setting the stage for a

resurgence on the national level.



