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Plans to construct two new nuclear reactors at Torness, Scotland’s last operational nuclear
power station, have been brought forward marking a significant potential shift in the nation’s
long-term energy strategy. The development could double the site’s current workforce and
secure a new era of clean, reliable power generation.

Situated near Dunbar in East Lothian, Torness has been in operation since 1988 and was
scheduled to close by 2030. However, industry estimates suggest the plant could safely
continue producing electricity for several more decades. With energy security and net-zero
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targets increasingly in focus, proposals for two advanced reactors at the site are gaining
traction offering up to 1,000 skilled jobs and an opportunity to revitalise the region’s
economy.

The proposed reactors would form part of the UK Government’s broader push for nuclear
investment, positioning nuclear power as a stable, low-carbon complement to renewable
energy. Proponents argue that Torness is an ideal location due to its existing infrastructure,
experienced workforce, and longstanding safety record. If approved, the project would mark
one of the most significant energy infrastructure investments in Scotland in recent years.

“Modern nuclear technology has a vital role to play in meeting our energy and climate
goals,” said one energy sector spokesperson. “With the right investment, Torness can
continue to serve as a cornerstone of Scotland’s power supply for generations to come.”

The announcement is expected to generate political debate. While the UK Government
retains authority over nuclear energy development, the Scottish Government has
consistently opposed the construction of new nuclear facilities, citing concerns over waste
management, costs, and environmental impact. The project could therefore become a
flashpoint between devolved and reserved powers in energy policymaking.

Despite the political divide, local communities and business leaders have expressed
cautious optimism. Many view the potential expansion as a rare opportunity to boost
employment, attract investment, and enhance energy resilience at a time when the grid
faces increasing pressure from growing demand and intermittent renewable output.

Should the proposals advance, Torness may not only avoid decommissioning but emerge
as a flagship project for the UK’s nuclear renaissance reinforcing Scotland’s role in
delivering a balanced, low-carbon energy future.


