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Northern Australia’s resilience in times of crisis increasingly depends on civil infrastructure,
ports, airfields, fuel depots, and logistics hubs that support both civilian and defense
operations. Whether responding to military, environmental, or humanitarian challenges,
these facilities are critical for maintaining the movement of people, equipment, and
essential goods.

Northern Australia Pushes Multi-Use
Infrastructure for Defense

—



Defense planners are shifting focus from simply assessing infrastructure during
emergencies to integrating military requirements at the development stage. With much
infrastructure privately owned, early collaboration ensures commercial projects can include
features that allow rapid military use without undermining profitability.

The region’s vast distances and low population density make duplication of facilities costly.
Multi-use assets, designed for shared civilian and military purposes, provide strategic
advantages at lower government expense. Dual-use facilities become force multipliers
when technical specifications and access rules meet national security needs.

Recent exercises underscore this approach. During Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025, a
Canadian warship was rearmed at Darwin Port, and a similar operation occurred in Broome
the previous year. These events demonstrated the operational value of civilian infrastructure
being ready for defense use.

Several projects exemplify this dual-use strategy. In Townsville, the Queensland Resources
Common User Facility, aimed at advancing commercial critical mineral production, can
support Defense supply chains if storage, security, and transport requirements are built in
from the outset. Darwin’s Middle Arm Precinct, a multi-industry hub for renewable energy,
low-carbon fuels, advanced manufacturing, and mineral processing, will also feature a ship
lift suitable for both private and Defense vessels.

In Western Australia, the Gascoyne Gateway Marine Complex, a privately funded deep-
water port near Harold E Holt Naval Communications Facility and RAAF Learmonth, is
designed for commercial cargo and allied naval operations. Similarly, Cockatoo Island
Supply Base in the Kimberley combines a deep-water port, airfield, and fuel facilities to
support offshore energy, border surveillance, Defense logistics, and emergency services.

These initiatives show that flexible infrastructure backed by patient investors can serve
multiple markets for decades. Yet, current Defense engagement in infrastructure planning
remains sporadic. Without a formal policy framework, facilities may be built in sub-optimal
locations or lack specifications needed for rapid military activation.

Experts urge governments to embed Defense input in early planning for major projects. This
includes setting technical and security standards, negotiating long-term access, and
financing enhancements necessary for military operations but not required by commercial



users. Early agreements on costs or usage fees can ensure infrastructure meets both
civilian and Defense needs.

In a period marked by regional uncertainty, extreme weather, and contested supply chains,
critical infrastructure is as essential to national security as advanced weapons systems.
Northern Australia’s ability to respond to future challenges depends on deliberate,
coordinated planning that aligns commercial development with strategic priorities. Close
collaboration among the Defense, state governments, and private investors is key to
building resilient infrastructure that serves multiple purposes over decades.


