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A 15-year-old boy has been found guilty of murdering fellow schoolboy Harvey Willgoose
in a fatal stabbing that took place at All Saints Catholic High School in Sheffield earlier
this year. The verdict was delivered this week at Sheffield Crown Court, concluding a trial
that drew national attention due to the violent nature of the crime and its setting within a

school environment.

The jury reached a majority verdict of 11 to 1 after more than 14 hours of deliberation,
ultimately determining that the defendant, who cannot be named due to his age, was
guilty of murder. He had previously admitted to the lesser charge of manslaughter and to
carrying a knife, but denied intending to Kill his peer. The court, however, concluded that

his actions were deliberate and fatal.
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The incident occurred on 3 February 2025 during school hours. Harvey Willgoose, also
15, was stabbed in the chest with a knife that pierced his heart, leading to his death.
Emergency services responded, but despite their efforts, Harvey was pronounced dead a
short time later. The case quickly became a focal point in Sheffield and across the
country, reigniting conversations about youth violence and knife crime in the United

Kingdom.

Tributes poured in for Harvey, who was described by family and friends as a “social
butterfly” with bright ambitions. His funeral, held later that month, drew large crowds, with
many mourners unable to fit inside the venue. A screen was set up outside to allow
people to follow the service. Attendees wore T-shirts bearing Harvey’s image and anti-
knife crime messages, reflecting the emotional impact of his loss and the wider

community’s frustration with rising youth violence.

The guilty verdict marks a significant moment in the ongoing effort to address serious
crime among minors. The fact that the incident happened within the grounds of a school
has added urgency to calls for more effective preventative measures. While the
defendant’s sentencing is expected in the coming weeks, the case has already prompted
renewed discussion around school safety, the availability of weapons to teenagers, and

the importance of early intervention strategies.

Knife crime involving young people remains a troubling issue in parts of England,
particularly in urban areas. Though overall levels of violent crime have seen some
fluctuations in recent years, the involvement of school-age children in such incidents

continues to raise concern among parents, educators, and law enforcement.

The identity of the convicted teen remains protected by law due to his age, in line with
standard procedures for juvenile defendants in England and Wales. Sentencing is likely to
consider both the seriousness of the offence and the youth of the offender, in

accordance with guidance from the Youth Justice Board (YJB).

As communities attempt to recover from the shock of this tragedy, the case serves as a
sobering reminder of the consequences of knife crime. Many are now urging a firm but
thoughtful approach to tackling violence among young people, with an emphasis on

deterrence, support, and education.
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