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Former U.S. President Donald Trump has confirmed a private visit to
Scotland from July 25 to 29, during which he will tour his golf resorts in
Turnberry and Aberdeenshire and meet with UK Prime Minister Sir Keir
Starmer to discuss trade. The visit comes ahead of an official state visit
set for September 17 to 19, when Trump will be hosted by King Charles
III.

Trump Confirms Private Scotland Visit to
Turnberry and Aberdeen

—



White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt announced that Trump and
First Lady Melania Trump will visit both Trump Turnberry and Trump
International Golf Links near Balmedie. Leavitt confirmed that the private
trip would include a working discussion with Prime Minister Starmer in
Aberdeen to refine elements of the recently agreed UK–U.S. trade deal.
Preparations for the formal state visit are already underway under the
coordination of the Royal Household and the Foreign Office.

This visit follows Trump’s earlier post-election appearance in Scotland in
2016, where he famously voiced support for Brexit while touring
Turnberry. Now, nearly a decade later, he returns with a clear agenda,
blending economic diplomacy with personal business interests.

Security planning for the trip is already in motion. Police Scotland, in
collaboration with UK counter-terrorism officials, is preparing a robust
protection plan around Turnberry and the Aberdeen area. Local
authorities are also anticipating Trump’s involvement in launching a new
course at the Menie estate, further connecting the visit to the Trump
Organization’s business expansion in the region.

Analysts see the visit as emblematic of Trump’s characteristic approach:
using high-profile personal venues as settings for political meetings. The
choice of Aberdeen over London for the bilateral talks is notable and
seen by many as a deliberate move to keep the focus on business, trade,
and optics rather than traditional diplomacy.

From a center-right viewpoint, Trump’s visit presents potential economic
benefits for both nations. It reinforces transatlantic trade ties, brings
attention to Scottish tourism and investment, and highlights the
pragmatic alignment between American enterprise and UK interests



post-Brexit. However, critics argue it also blurs the line between public
duty and private gain, placing additional pressure on taxpayer-funded
security operations.

Ultimately, Trump’s upcoming trip illustrates the merging of personal
brand, political capital, and international diplomacy. As he prepares to
meet Starmer in a distinctly Scottish setting, the visit underscores the
complex interplay between influence, legacy, and leadership on the world
stage.


