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Baltimore is facing renewed concerns over public safety after a series of shootings,
including the discovery of a man’s body this week, which has reignited debate over how to
address violence in the city. The incidents come as political tensions grow between city

leaders and President Donald Trump over possible federal involvement in tackling crime.



On Monday morning, police discovered the body of 28-year-old Wilson Marroquin Caceros,
who had been shot. His death marked another addition to the city’s list of violent incidents

this summer.

“There are other things that happen in the neighborhood, but that’s the first time that we've
heard of a body being found,” a South Baltimore resident said, voicing concern over the

escalation of crime close to home.

Since August 11, Baltimore has recorded 11 shootings. Among them was an incident in the
busy Fells Point neighborhood early Friday morning, which alarmed residents and business

owners in the popular district.

“That’s crazy. It’s like they're trying to set a record or something,” one resident said.

By Friday night, another fatal shooting in West Baltimore brought the week’s homicide total
to three, underlining the persistence of violent crime despite efforts by city leaders to

highlight progress.

The recent surge has coincided with political debate over President Trump’s potential visit
to Baltimore. Mayor Brandon Scott has publicly stated that he is not interested in hosting a
presidential visit unless the White House provides firm commitments to support the city

with resources and strategies.

“If those commitments are unmet, I'm not interested,” Scott said, underscoring his

skepticism about federal involvement without concrete plans.

While city officials remain cautious, some residents expressed openness to Trump’s

involvement, hoping it could bring results.

“I think it's a reasonable request to find some common ground,” said one Baltimorean,
suggesting that cooperation between local and federal leaders could help ease tensions

and improve safety.

Others voiced doubts about official statistics claiming that violent crime is declining. “| don’t

think we really get a full picture, based on the statistics that are given,” one resident said.

Another added that partisan disagreements should take a back seat to problem-solving. “It's

pointless for them to be bickering between the parties; they should work on solutions.”



Many residents argue that leaders at all levels need to see the challenges firsthand. “If you
don’t come to see with your own eyes, you never know,” one resident remarked, emphasizing

the importance of direct engagement rather than political posturing.

As the debate continues, Baltimore remains caught between rising community frustration,
questions over public safety strategies, and the possibility of increased federal attention.
Whether Trump will visit and under what terms remains uncertain, but residents appear
united in one demand: that political leaders put aside disputes and focus on bringing peace

to city streets.



