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On 9 August 2025, Mark, a Solihull resident, voiced alarm over Britain’s eroding identity
during an anti-migration protest outside a local hotel used to house migrants, as reported by
GB News. Speaking to People’s Channel reporter Jack Carson, Mark expressed frustration
that the influx of migrants is undermining community cohesion, joining nationwide

demonstrations that highlight deep public concern over immigration policies.

The protest in Solihull, part of a series of anti-migration rallies across the United Kingdom,

took place near a hotel housing migrants, sparking tensions with pro-migrant counter-
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protesters. Mark told GB News, “This is our community, and people come to the park here
and we're just losing our identity. There are children here, we just can’t do the things we
want to do because it feels unsafe.” He emphasised the fears of local families, including
parents, grandparents, and veterans, who feel neglected by authorities. The demonstrations,
reported in cities like Liverpool and Birmingham, reflect a broader backlash against record-
high migrant arrivals, with 15,655 crossing the English Channel in small boats by July 2025,

according to Home Office data.

Mark criticised the government’s “one in, one out” migration deal with France, calling it a
“smokescreen’” that fails to address the root issue. “We’ve got to stop the boats coming in,”
he said, arguing that prolonged processing times burden communities. “They stay, they get
their benefits, they get their phones, and we'’re paying for this, and we'’ve just had enough.”
His remarks echo sentiments from a YouGov poll showing 46% of Britons view immigration
as a top issue, with many feeling that public services and local identity are strained by the

government’s approach.

Addressing solutions, Mark argued that housing migrants in hotels is misguided. “They
should not be put in a hotel,” he stated. “We’re one of the only countries that house them in
hotels. It’'s a luxury for them.” He contrasted this with the struggles of British citizens, noting,
“We've got people on the street, we've got people who are poor because of this government.
We just want our people to be put first.” The use of hotels for migrants, costing taxpayers
£4.7 million daily according to a 2024 Home Office report, has become a flashpoint, with

Solihull’'s Ramada Hotel among the sites targeted by protesters.

Mark rejected accusations from counter-protesters, organised by groups like Stand Up to

9

Racism, who labelled the demonstrators “far-right.” “We're not far right, we're far from it,” he
told Carson. “We'’re parents, we're grandparents, we just want our children protected, for their
children to be protected and feel safe in their own country, and they’re not safe.” His
comments align with analysis from the University of Essex, which suggests economic
deprivation and a sense of being overlooked drive such protests, beyond simplistic claims

of prejudice.

The Solihull protest, monitored by West Midlands Police to prevent violence, underscores a
polarised debate over immigration’s impact on British communities. Mark’s call for
prioritising local needs reflects a broader demand for policy changes, as tensions persist
between those advocating for stricter controls and those championing inclusivity. The issue
remains a critical challenge for the government as public frustration continues to mount.
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