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Former Indian cricket team assistant coach Abhishek Nayar has quickly returned to high-
profile roles in domestic franchise cricket following his dismissal by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI). Nayar, who had served as a key member of the national side’s
support staff, has now taken on a dual assignment, joining the Indian Premier League (IPL)
franchise Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) while also continuing his work as a mentor for the
Women’s Premier League (WPL) team UP Warriorz.

Abhishek Nayar Joins KKR After BCCI Exit
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His new appointments mark a swift professional transition, underscoring the strong demand
for his coaching and mentoring expertise despite his recent exit from the BCCI setup.
Nayar’s association with KKR is not new; he has previously worked with the franchise in
various capacities, including as a mentor and batting coach. His return is expected to
bolster the team’s player development strategies, given his reputation for guiding emerging
cricketers and improving batting techniques.

In addition to his IPL role, Nayar will maintain his ongoing commitment to the UP Warriorz in
the WPL. The franchise values his mentorship in fostering young talent and enhancing team
performance. His experience across men’s and women’s cricket, along with his track record
of nurturing future stars, positions him as a significant asset in both leagues.

Nayar’s departure from the BCCI was notable given his influence on the Indian team’s
preparations and player support systems. While details of the decision were not publicly
elaborated upon, the move created opportunities for him to re-enter the franchise circuit,
where his skill set aligns closely with the high-performance requirements of professional
teams. His ability to adapt to different formats and environments has long been considered
one of his professional strengths.

Within KKR, Nayar’s responsibilities will likely extend beyond technical coaching to include
mental conditioning and performance analysis, areas where he has demonstrated success
in the past. His holistic approach to player development has been credited with shaping the
careers of several Indian cricketers, particularly in preparing them for the demands of
international cricket.

In the WPL, his role as a mentor for the UP Warriorz comes at a crucial time, as the team
looks to build on its performance in previous seasons. The franchise has been working to
integrate tactical improvements and squad cohesion, both of which align with Nayar’s
strengths in creating competitive, focused team environments.

Industry observers note that Nayar’s rapid redeployment into prominent coaching positions
reflects the growing significance of franchise cricket in India’s sports ecosystem. With the
IPL and WPL continuing to expand their reach and commercial appeal, experienced mentors
like Nayar are in high demand for their ability to deliver results in high-pressure tournaments.

As the upcoming IPL and WPL seasons approach, all eyes will be on how Nayar’s expertise
influences team dynamics and performance outcomes. His return to KKR and continued role
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with the UP Warriorz provide him with an opportunity to reaffirm his standing as one of
India’s most respected cricket mentors, shaping the next generation of talent across both
men’s and women’s cricket.
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