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In a chilling case out of Brent, Alabama, seven individuals face charges for allegedly
operating a child sex trafficking ring from a concrete bunker, with victims as young as 3
years old, according to Bibb County Sheriff Jody Wade. The operation, uncovered after a tip
from state child welfare officials, involved heinous acts of abuse, with suspects now facing

serious charges including rape, kidnapping, and human trafficking.



The alleged crimes took place in a cinder block structure located 50 miles southwest of
Birmingham, where Sheriff Wade, in a Wednesday press conference, described the abuse as
“the most horrific thing I've ever witnessed” against children. He detailed how the
perpetrators reportedly charged clients up to S1,000 a night to abuse children, some as
young as 3, in a setup that included a filthy mattress, a folding chair, and a fan. “Sometimes
the Kkids were tied to a pole, bound to a bed, or strapped to a chair,” Wade said, his voice
heavy with disgust. He added that the children were occasionally drugged to make them
more compliant, with an animal shock collar allegedly used as punishment, according to

court documents reported by WV TM, an NBC News affiliate.

The investigation began in February 2025 after Alabama’s Department of Human
Resources (DHR) flagged potential abuse at a nearby home. Sheriff Wade noted the
operation likely started in 2022, with some suspects, including relatives of the 10 identified
victims aged 3 to 15, confessing to the charges. The children are now safe in state custody,
said Robert H. Turner, Jr., District Attorney for Alabama’s 4th Judicial Circuit. “We’re working
tirelessly to follow every lead and build an airtight case,” Turner stated via email on Friday,

hinting at more arrests to come.

Charges against the seven suspects range from rape and sexual torture to sodomy,
bestiality, and animal abuse, per court filings. The case took a complex turn as a concurrent
drug trafficking investigation at the same location delayed the rescue of the children, with at
least two arrests made in April, according to the sheriff’'s office. Turner emphasized that new
suspects have emerged, and additional charges are likely as the investigation
deepens.Sheriff Wade also raised concerns about broader implications, noting that the
United States Department of Homeland Security Investigations (DHSI) is probing potential
ties to a national, gang-operated sex trafficking network. While legal representation for the
defendants remains unclear, the focus remains on justice for the victims. “If there’s a limit to
God’s forgiveness, this case pushes it,” Wade said, underscoring the gravity of the alleged
crimes. As authorities continue their work, the small town of Brent grapples with the shock

of such depravity unfolding in its midst.



