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K.J. Patel has been appointed as the new Managing Director of the Indian Farmers Fertiliser
Cooperative Limited (IFFCO), one of the world’s largest cooperatives in the fertilizer sector.
The transition comes following the tenure of Dr. U.S. Awasthi, who held the position for
nearly three decades and is widely recognized for shaping IFFCO’s role in India’s
agricultural supply chain.
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IFFCO announced the leadership change through an internal notification and official
statement earlier this week. Patel, a long-serving official within the cooperative, brings
substantial experience in cooperative governance and agricultural operations. His
appointment is seen as a continuation of IFFCO’s strategic focus on farmer services,
product innovation, and operational resilience.

During his tenure at IFFCO, Patel has been involved in major projects, including the rollout of
nano-fertilizers, a technology the cooperative has positioned as a cost-effective and
sustainable solution for crop productivity. Under his leadership, the cooperative is expected
to further push digital tools, farmer education programs, and environmentally conscious
practices.

In a brief statement, Patel said the organization would maintain its core mission of
supporting India’s farmers while adapting to emerging challenges in agriculture. “We remain
committed to enhancing service delivery, improving product quality, and supporting
sustainable farming through innovation,” he said.

Established in 1967, IFFCO operates through a nationwide network of over 36,000 member
cooperative societies and serves millions of farmers across rural India. Its operations
include the production and distribution of chemical and organic fertilizers, soil health
programs, and agri-advisory services.

Patel assumes the top role at a time when the global fertilizer market is experiencing price
volatility and supply constraints. India, as one of the largest consumers of fertilizers, is
balancing its domestic needs with long-term goals such as reducing import dependence
and encouraging responsible usage.

According to sector analysts, Patel’s leadership will be tested by rising input costs, evolving
environmental standards, and the need to integrate modern technology into traditional
farming systems. However, IFFCO’s strong distribution network and cooperative model are
expected to provide institutional stability.

IFFCO’s recent initiatives also include international partnerships and capacity expansions
aimed at securing raw materials and boosting production. With Patel at the helm, the
organization is anticipated to strengthen both its domestic operations and global outreach
while staying grounded in its farmer-first approach

8/1/25, 10:13 AM KJ Patel Appointed as New Managing Director of IFFCO – OpenVoiceNews India

https://openvoicenews.in/?print-my-blog=1&post-type=post&statuses%5B%5D=publish&rendering_wait=0&columns=1&font_size=normal&image_size… 2/2


