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A new migration agreement between the United Kingdom and France will see asylum
seekers who entered Britain illegally exchanged on a “one-for-one” basis with those still on
French soil. The treaty, signed with President Emmanuel Macron’s government, was quietly
published today and outlines shared responsibility for managing unauthorised Channel
crossings.

UK-France Deal to Exchange Migrants at
British Taxpayers’ Expense

—



Under the deal, migrants who arrived unlawfully in the UK and did not claim asylum in any
safe country en route may be sent back to France. In return, the UK has agreed to accept an
equal number of migrants currently in French camps or detention facilities.

The document confirms that British taxpayers will cover the cost of implementing the
agreement on both sides, including transportation, accommodation, and administrative
expenses. It remains unclear how much the arrangement will cost in total, though critics
have warned it could place further pressure on the UK’s already strained immigration
system.

The bilateral treaty aims to discourage the growing number of small boat crossings and
provide a new framework for cooperation after the end of the Dublin Regulation following
Brexit. Home Office officials say the measure is intended to “restore control” of borders and
ensure that genuine refugees are processed through safe and legal routes.

However, immigration analysts caution that the deal may face significant legal and logistical
hurdles, including questions over the processing of individual asylum claims, consent of
migrants, and the potential for drawn-out appeals in UK courts. Human rights groups have
not yet issued formal responses but are expected to scrutinise the agreement’s compliance
with international refugee law.

The Home Office has not confirmed when the reciprocal transfers will begin, though pilot
procedures are expected to start later this year. France is reportedly preparing new
reception centres to accommodate incoming individuals from the UK, while British
authorities will arrange removals through chartered flights or commercial transport.

This development follows growing domestic pressure to curb illegal migration, with the UK
government underlining its commitment to stronger border enforcement. The move is part of
a broader strategy to deter Channel crossings and accelerate the removal of those with no
legal right to remain.

The treaty marks a rare display of coordination between London and Paris on migration
policy in recent years. Officials hope the approach will reduce incentives for people
smuggling and restore confidence in the UK’s asylum system.


