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A police dog broke free and bit a bystander during the funeral of New York Police
Department (NYPD) Detective Didarul Islam, creating a moment of chaos amid an
otherwise solemn ceremony. The incident unfolded in the presence of hundreds of
uniformed officers and mourners gathered to pay their respects to the fallen officer.

The dog, believed to be a K-9 from the Suffolk County Police Department, escaped its
handler during the ceremony and bit an attendee before being brought back under
control. The bite incident was captured on video and has since circulated on social
media, raising renewed discussions around police canine training and public safety
during high-attendance events.
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Detective Islam, who died in the line of duty, was posthumously promoted to Detective
First Grade by NYPD Commissioner Jessica Tisch. The funeral drew officers from
multiple precincts and departments across the state, a testament to the late officer’s
service and reputation within the law enforcement community.

While police dogs are trained for discipline and control, incidents such as this underscore
the challenges handlers face when working animals are exposed to unpredictable or
crowded environments. The United States Department of Justice has previously issued
guidance on K-9 deployment, highlighting the importance of ongoing training, handler
awareness, and risk mitigation, particularly in high-stress or emotionally charged
settings.

Officials have not released detailed information about the severity of the bystander’s
injuries or whether any formal investigation into the incident will be conducted. However,
concerns over the reliability and control of police dogs during ceremonial duties are
likely to be revisited following this event.

The use of K-9 units remains an essential component of law enforcement, particularly in
narcotics detection, tracking, and suspect apprehension. However, this incident serves
as a reminder of the need for stringent handling protocols, even during non-operational
events.

Detective Islam’s funeral proceeded despite the brief disruption. He was honored for his
service and commitment to the force, with colleagues and leaders from across New York
law enforcement present. His posthumous promotion and the turnout at the funeral
reflect the lasting impact he had on his department and community.
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