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TOWNSVILLE, Australia – Soldiers marked an important milestone in U.S.-Australia military
cooperation as they trained side by side during Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025 at the
Townsville Field Training Area. This year’s exercise was notable as it included, for the first
time, Captain Antoine Lefeuve’s company, making their debut in this major joint training
event.

U.S. and Australian Soldiers Mark Partnership
in Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025
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Captain Lefeuve, the Company Commander, described the exercise as his soldiers’ first
exposure to Australia. Reflecting on the experience, he summed it up in three words:
“integration, welcoming, and duty.” The troops faced the challenge of adapting to a new and
unfamiliar environment, but their initial performance was deemed a success by Captain
Lefeuve.

“The first hit-out went very well,” he said. “I would like to bring more soldiers, weaponry, and
vehicles over to participate in future Talisman Sabre exercises.”

Exercise Talisman Sabre is a biennial joint military training exercise conducted between the
United States and Australia. Its purpose is to strengthen interoperability between the two
nations’ armed forces and enhance their ability to work together in response to regional and
global security challenges.

The training includes live-fire exercises, amphibious operations, and combined arms
maneuvers, designed to replicate real-world combat scenarios. This environment provides
U.S. and Australian soldiers the opportunity to build trust and cooperation, which are
essential for a strong strategic partnership.

Captain Lefeuve’s participation highlights the ongoing commitment of both nations to
develop a capable and ready military alliance. As global threats evolve, exercises like
Talisman Sabre play a crucial role in preparing forces to respond effectively.

Australian Defense officials welcomed the involvement of new units, emphasizing the
importance of continuous growth in the partnership. The exercise also reinforces diplomatic
and defense ties, strengthening the relationship beyond military cooperation.

In addition to training benefits, the event fosters cultural exchange and mutual
understanding between troops from both countries. Soldiers share experiences and
insights, which enhances cohesion and readiness.

Looking ahead, Captain Lefeuve’s positive remarks about the exercise indicate a strong
interest in expanding participation. This will further deepen U.S.-Australia collaboration,
ensuring both militaries remain prepared to meet future challenges together.


