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Pakistan faces mounting scrutiny as the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan (HRCP) documents 405 honor killings this year, exposing
systemic failures to protect vulnerable citizens, primarily women from
archaic tribal violence. The recent execution-style murder of a Baloch
couple by tribal decree and the Islamabad shooting of social media
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influencer Sana Yousuf by a relative have reignited national outrage,
revealing the gulf between progressive legislation and ground realities.

Despite 2016 reforms eliminating legal loopholes for “forgiveness” in
honor killings, enforcement remains woefully inadequate, particularly in
rural strongholds like Balochistan where parallel justice systems operate
with impunity. Constitutional expert Asad Rahim Khan notes the troubling
paradox: “While urban centers modernize, the government contemplates
reviving tribal jirgas in former Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA),
effectively sanctioning medieval justice.” Defense Minister Khawaja Asif’s
inflammatory remarks blaming Baloch communities for their own
victimization further underscore the state’s moral abdication.

The killings follow a chilling pattern from the TikTok-obsessed teen
murdered by her US-returned father to Yousuf’s assassination over her
digital celebrity. These cases reveal how modernization triggers violent
backlash in Pakistan’s patriarchal ecosystem. “Smartphones and social
media empower women, but also make them targets,” explains women’s
rights advocate Hina Jilani. The HRCP reports that 72% of honor killings
involve accusations of “immoral behavior” based solely on victims’
educational, professional, or online activities.

As civil society protests mount in Quetta and Islamabad, Pakistan stands
at a crossroads. Will it enforce its 2016 laws through strengthened
policing and judicial reforms, or allow tribal barbarism to persist under the
guise of cultural relativism? The answer will determine whether Pakistan
joins civilized nations in upholding universal human rights or remains
hostage to its darkest traditions.
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