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Trump Presents Trade Opportunity While
Facing Epstein Fallout
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In a whirlwind of political developments on July 25, 2025, President

Donald Trump arrived in Scotland to press ahead with a potential
European Union, United States trade agreement, even as questions
resurfaced about his past connections to Jeffrey Epstein. While Trump

aims to close a high-stakes trade deal with Brussels, the administration



also took notable steps on domestic policy by reversing federal police

reform measures and intensifying scrutiny of political opposition.

At Glasgow Prestwick Airport, Trump fielded questions from reporters,
including inquiries about the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) recent
interview with Epstein’s former associate, Ghislaine Maxwell. He stated
that he had not been following the matter closely and dismissed further
discussion of a possible pardon, noting that “this is no time to be talking
about pardons.” However, he stopped short of issuing a categorical

denial, leaving some questions unanswered.

Trump remained optimistic about securing what he described as the
“biggest of them all”, a trade deal with the European Union. Scheduled to
meet European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on Sunday,
the talks aim to finalise terms before an August 1 deadline that could
otherwise trigger automatic tariffs. The United States is proposing a 15
percent baseline tariff on EU exports, and up to 50 percent on key sectors
such as steel and aluminum. Trump believes there’s a “good 50-50
chance” the deal will succeed, potentially reshaping economic relations

between the U.S. and Europe.

Meanwhile, the DOJ, under Trump’s leadership, moved to eliminate
numerous consent decrees previously used to enforce police reform in
various U.S. cities. These agreements, commonly associated with the
previous Democratic administration, have been criticized by
conservatives for undermining local law enforcement autonomy. The
decision prompted strong reactions from civil liberties groups, including
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), though some cities plan to

implement voluntary reforms. In Louisville, for example, local leaders have



introduced a “People’s Consent Decree” to continue community

oversight.

At the same time, critics argue the administration is politicising the DOJ
by initiating investigations into high-profile Democratic figures. Legal
scholars have warned that such actions could weaken the traditional

independence of the department.

In essence, Trump’s Scotland visit encapsulated a presidency pursuing
aggressive trade reforms abroad while reshaping law enforcement and
judicial norms at home. The administration’s assertive stance may draw
sharp criticism from the left, but it underscores a broader effort to realign

federal power and project economic strength on the global stage.



