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Bengaluru, Karnataka — Allegations of entrenched corruption have emerged against several
digital sub—registrar offices across Karnataka, with reports suggesting that staff have been
using the phrase “server down” as a coded message to solicit bribes from property buyers

and developers.
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According to multiple complaints received by local anti—corruption groups, the bribes
allegedly demanded range from 10,000 to over R20,000 per transaction, depending on the
size and value of the property being registered. While Karnataka’s property registration
system was digitized to streamline processes and eliminate irregularities, the latest claims

point to persistent malpractices undermining those reforms.

Industry insiders say that the issue is particularly acute in suburban and semi—urban areas
where demand for residential and commercial land is high. Property buyers have reported
prolonged delays in registration approvals when bribes are not paid, with files sometimes
being stalled for weeks. In contrast, those who allegedly complied with unofficial payment

demands saw their paperwork processed within hours.

One mid—level developer operating in the Mysuru region told reporters that while the digital
interface had initially made transactions faster, corrupt practices soon adapted to the new
system. “Earlier, there were physical files to delay. Now, they just say the ‘server is down’
until you understand what’'s expected,” the developer alleged, requesting anonymity due to

fear of retaliation.

Small homebuyers, often without the resources to navigate prolonged legal or
administrative delays, appear to be the most affected. Many have been forced to pay

additional sums beyond the official registration fees to avoid losing property deals.

Legal experts point out that such practices not only violate anti—corruption laws but also
erode public trust in digital governance initiatives. Karnataka’s digitized property registration
system was launched to increase transparency, reduce manual intervention, and improve
record security. However, the latest allegations suggest that without robust monitoring and

accountability measures, technology alone cannot prevent bribery.

The Karnataka Anti—Corruption Bureau (ACB) has yet to issue a public statement on the
reported misconduct. Sources within the state government have indicated that a preliminary
review may be initiated, focusing on transaction logs, server downtime records, and

complaint patterns across affected sub—registrar offices.

Real estate market analysts warn that if left unchecked, such corruption could deter
investment in Karnataka’s property sector, especially from small and medium developers

who operate on tight margins.
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Consumer rights advocates are calling for a transparent grievance redressal system linked
directly to the property registration portal, ensuring that complaints are tracked and
addressed without the risk of local interference. They also recommend installing

independent audit teams to regularly assess transaction timelines and detect anomalies.

As the allegations gain attention, citizens and legal observers are watching closely to see
whether the state government will take decisive steps to address the problem and restore

confidence in Karnataka’s property registration process.
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