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In a move that reinforces the United States’ commitment to natural resource management
and rural economic development, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced
an S80 million investment to expand timber markets and strengthen forest health across the
country. The funding, channeled through the Wood Innovation Grants program, aims to
boost domestic wood manufacturing, accelerate energy innovation, and enhance forest

management practices that both protect communities and fuel local economies.



U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins, appointed under President Donald Trump,
emphasized the strategic alignment of this initiative with a broader vision of American
economic self-reliance and rural revitalization. “The United States is blessed with a bounty
of natural resources that we must properly manage to sustain our future economy and boost
rural communities,” Secretary Rollins stated. “Proper forest use and management lowers our
reliance on foreign products and is inherently aligned with President Trump’s America First

agenda.”

The U.S. Forest Service, which operates under the USDA, will administer the grants. This
funding continues the administration’s push for common-sense regulatory reform and active
land management, priorities that many industry leaders and local governments argue have
been long overdue. The effort builds on a S200 million timber investment launched in May,
which included initiatives to streamline approval processes, cut red tape, and open new

opportunities for economic development in timber-producing regions.

According to USDA officials, the Wood Innovation Grants are designed to promote cutting-
edge uses of American timber, from advanced construction materials to energy-efficient
technologies. Projects eligible for support include those that utilize low-value wood in
innovative ways, create new jobs, and make forest restoration projects more economically
viable. This includes biomass energy ventures, cross-laminated timber manufacturing, and

other technologies that transform excess forest growth into valuable, job-creating products.

Conservatives and land-use advocates have long argued that overregulated federal forest
policy has led to dangerously overstocked woodlands, heightening the risk of catastrophic
wildfires while undermining the economic potential of natural resource-rich communities.
This latest funding announcement is seen by many as a correction to years of
mismanagement. It supports a return to responsible stewardship, one that balances

environmental health with economic necessity.

“By investing in innovation, we're ensuring a steady, sustainable supply of American wood
that not only supports jobs and fuels economies, but protects the people and communities

we serve,” Rollins added.

The USDA has made clear that these grants are more than a one-off infusion of capital,
they're part of a larger strategic framework for forest resilience, economic renewal, and

national independence. The program also reflects a shift in federal priorities toward



empowering states, private landowners, and local businesses to take a more active role in

managing the resources that surround them.

This initiative signals the federal government’s recognition that smart, science-based forest
management can coexist with economic growth. And in doing so, it helps secure both
environmental stability and the long-term prosperity of rural America, without the need for

endless regulation or reliance on foreign supply chains.



