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In a bold move aimed at enhancing trade competitiveness and promoting sustainable
logistics, the government of Pakistan has announced a 50% reduction in port handling,
vessel, and storage charges for dry bulk exports at the Karachi Port. The initiative,
introduced by Maritime Minister Junaid Anwar Chaudhry, is being positioned as a dual-
purpose strategy to stimulate economic activity and reduce the carbon footprint associated
with the country’s maritime operations.

Pakistan Slashes Port Charges in Bid to Boost
Trade and Cut Emissions
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The Karachi Port, one of Pakistan’s primary export hubs, handles a significant portion of the
nation’s dry bulk cargo. By slashing costs across key logistical processes, the Ministry of
Maritime Affairs intends to alleviate bottlenecks and accelerate cargo throughput measures
that are expected to have a direct impact on emissions. “By lowering operational costs and
streamlining logistics, we are not only boosting trade competitiveness but also contributing
to climate resilience,” said Minister Chaudhry in a government-issued statement. The term
dry bulk refers to unpackaged goods like grains, minerals, and coal, all of which are integral
to Pakistan’s export economy.

From a centre-right perspective, this policy shift underscores a welcome departure from
regulation-heavy approaches in favour of practical incentives that support both economic
and environmental objectives. Instead of punitive carbon taxes or costly subsidies, this
initiative prioritises efficiency and market responsiveness. It also sends a strong signal to
exporters that the government recognises the link between competitive trade infrastructure
and national economic health. Unlike bureaucratic red tape or politically motivated
regulation, this decision empowers the private sector while addressing environmental goals
with common-sense reform.

As global trade becomes increasingly intertwined with sustainability
benchmarks, Pakistan’s move could serve as a template for other
developing nations navigating similar challenges. While the success of
this reform will depend on its execution and continued port efficiency, the
intent is clear: energize the maritime sector through rational policy that
respects both market forces and environmental stewardship. If followed
through with consistency and transparency, such reforms may very well
lay the groundwork for Pakistan to position itself as a competitive and
climate-conscious player in the regional trade ecosystem.

7/20/25, 4:12 AM Pakistan Slashes Port Charges in Bid to Boost Trade and Cut Emissions – OpenVoiceNews Pakistan

https://openvoicenews.pk/?print-my-blog=1&post-type=post&statuses%5B%5D=publish&rendering_wait=0&columns=1&font_size=normal&image_size… 2/2


