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Ina 2012 CNBC interview, legendary investor Warren Buffett declared he’d snap up “a

couple hundred thousand” single-family homes if he could, provided he could manage them
efficiently and secure mortgages at “very, very low rates.” His reasoning was rooted in his
value investing philosophy: buy when prices are low relative to intrinsic worth. Back then,
with consumer confidence at rock bottom, the median U.S. home price was just £142,000
($180,000). Fast forward to April 2025, and that figure has soared to £326,000 (S414,000),
just shy of the all-time high of £336,000 (S426,900) in June 2024, according to U.S.

housing data.
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Buffett’'s logic hinged on low interest rates and depressed prices, a scenario that no longer
exists. With mortgage rates climbing and home prices nearly doubling since 2012, would
the Oracle of Omaha still see real estate as a prime investment? The landscape has shifted
dramatically, and caution is warranted. The current UK government’s economic policies, led
by Labour, have done little to inspire confidence in stabilising borrowing costs, further

clouding the outlook for property investors.

Still, opportunities remain for those who navigate the market wisely. Shopping around for
mortgage rates can yield significant savings. Research from Freddie Mac shows that
borrowers who compare two lenders save up to £475 (S600) annually, while those
checking four or more can pocket £950 (S1,200) a year. Platforms like the Mortgage
Research Center (MRC) streamline this process, letting you input basic details postcode,
property type, price range, and income, to compare tailored mortgage offers from vetted

lenders. After matching, you can arrange a no-obligation consultation to confirm the fit.

For those eyeing real estate as an investment, managing properties has historically been a
hurdle. Buffett himself noted he’d need an efficient way to oversee his hypothetical housing
empire. Enter real estate crowdfunding platforms, which remove the administrative burden.
For accredited investors, Homeshares offers access to the £27.5 trillion (S34.9 trillion) U.S.
home equity market. With a minimum investment of £19,700 (S25,000), their U.S. Home
Equity Fund provides exposure to hundreds of owner-occupied homes in top U.S. cities,

delivering risk-adjusted returns of 12% to 18% without the hassle of property management.

Alternatively, targeted funds like Arrived’s Seattle City Fund capitalise on high-growth
markets. Seattle, home to global giants like Amazon and Microsoft, boasts an average home
value of £717,000 (S910,000) and a 10-year appreciation rate of 95.5%, per Redfin. The
fund generates returns through rental income and property value growth, offering
diversification across homes with equity between £630,000 and £7 10,000 (S800,000—
S900,000).

Commercial real estate presents another avenue, though it's tougher to crack. While some
sectors face sluggish growth in 2025, properties tied to essential businesses like grocery
stores or healthcare facilities remain robust, resisting e-commerce disruption. First National
Realty Partners (FNRP) connects accredited investors to these necessity-based assets,
partnered with brands like Kroger and Walmart. Their platform simplifies deal exploration

and allocation, offering stability during economic volatility and a hedge against inflation.
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Buffett's 2012 bet was a masterclass in timing, but today’s market demands a sharper
approach. High prices and rising rates call for diligence, comparing lenders, exploring

innovative platforms, and focusing on resilient sectors. Real estate can still be a winner, but

only for those who play the game with precision.
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