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British Teenager Released from Dubai Jail
After Royal Pardon Highlights Legal Risks
Abroad
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A British teenager has returned home after being released from prison in

Dubai following a royal pardon. Marcus Fakana, from Tottenham, north
London, was freed as part of a traditional Eid clemency initiative
authorised by Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the ruler of

Dubai. Fakana had been serving a one-year sentence after being



convicted under United Arab Emirates (UAE) law for engaging in a
relationship with a 1 /7-year-old British girl during a holiday in August
2024.

The case gained international attention due to the sharp legal contrasts
between the UAE and the UK. Although the relationship was consensual
and both individuals were British nationals, UAE law sets the age of
consent at 18, leading to Fakana’s conviction. The situation escalated
after the girl's mother alerted Dubai authorities after discovering private
messages and photographs on her daughter’s phone. Fakana, who was
18 at the time, was subsequently detained, charged, and sentenced,

prompting legal and diplomatic interventions.

Campaign group Detained in Dubai, which supported Fakana throughout
the case, confirmed his release and safe return to the UK. The group’s
founder and chief executive, Radha Stirling, welcomed the pardon but
criticised the legal process that led to his imprisonment. She argued that
the case exemplifies the risks that foreign nationals face when travelling
in countries with vastly different legal systems. Stirling emphasised that
while the outcome is positive, the ordeal exposed the need for greater

diplomatic protections and clearer travel advisories.

The UK Foreign Office stated it had provided consular support and
maintained regular contact with Fakana’s family, but did not comment on
the specifics of the legal proceedings. Fakana has since returned to his
family in London and is said to be recovering after what campaigners
described as a deeply distressing experience. His case reignited debate
over how the British government supports citizens facing criminal
charges abroad, particularly in jurisdictions where legal norms differ

significantly from those in the UK.



The pardon, issued during the traditional Eid al-Adha period of clemency
in the UAE, allowed Fakana to return home earlier than expected. While
his release has been widely welcomed, campaigners hope the case will
prompt the UK government to strengthen legal guidance and protections
for British citizens travelling to countries with strict or unfamiliar laws. The
incident also underscores the broader conversation about cultural and
legal sensitivities in international travel and the responsibilities of

governments to safeguard their nationals overseas.



