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The United Kingdom (UK) has been identified as the top target for
cyberattacks launched by the Russian Federation, according to security
officials. Intelligence agencies have reported a significant rise in cyber
incidents, with concerns mounting that the Kremlin is punishing Britain for
its strong support of Ukraine while tactically avoiding friction with the
United States (US) under Donald Trump’s potential return.

UK Named Russia’s Primary Cyber Target
Amid Growing Security Fears
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New figures released by the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), part
of Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ), show a troubling
surge in cyber threats. In 2024 alone, 1,957 cyber incidents were
reported, with 89 of them classified as “nationally significant.” The rise
from 371 incidents requiring NCSC intervention in 2023 to 430 last year
signals a worrying trend. NCSC Director Richard Horne stressed the need
for the UK to modernise its cyber defences, calling for accelerated
implementation of protective systems across government and private
infrastructure.

Russian-backed hacking groups, such as Sandworm and Fancy Bear,
both linked to the Russian military intelligence agency GRU, are believed
to be behind many of the attacks. Targets include the UK’s energy grid,
transport systems, public services, and financial institutions, all of which
play critical roles in national resilience. Experts have warned that this
cyber aggression is part of a broader hybrid warfare strategy, intended to
destabilise the UK without engaging in direct military conflict.

Colonel Hamish De Bretton-Gordon, a former North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) commander, warned that the UK’s civil defence
capabilities are outdated, having not been revised since 2005. “After
more than two decades of neglect, we are now in the crosshairs of
Vladimir Putin’s regime,” he said. Similarly, Colonel Richard Kemp noted
that the country’s Cold War-era preparations are obsolete, urging the
government to prioritise cyber warfare in its national security strategy.

The government is reportedly updating its Home Defence Plan, which
includes additional funding for GCHQ, modern wartime governance
frameworks, and resilience strategies for critical sectors. While the
Labour Party remains largely silent on the matter, questions are emerging
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over whether they have the political will or strategic clarity to deliver the
kind of robust defence needed in this new digital battlefield.

With the UK firmly on the frontline of cyber warfare, the need for renewed
investment, strategic foresight, and national preparedness has never
been clearer. Failure to adapt could leave the country dangerously
exposed to hostile state actors determined to exploit digital
vulnerabilities.
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