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OPECH+ is expected to approve a major oil production increase next month, raising concerns
about potential impacts on U.S. fuel prices and domestic energy markets. Two sources
within the alliance confirmed that the group plans to boost output by 548,000 barrels per

day (bpd) in September, completing the reversal of its earlier pandemic-era cuts.



The move comes as the United States intensifies diplomatic pressure on key energy-
importing nations, particularly India, to reduce their reliance on Russian oil. Washington’s
efforts are aimed at limiting Moscow’s revenue as the conflict in Ukraine continues. In
response, several Indian state-run refiners have already halted Russian crude purchases,

adding complexity to global supply dynamics.

With OPEC+ controlling roughly half of the world’s oil output, decisions made by the group
have a direct effect on global crude prices and by extension, on American consumers. U.S.
gasoline prices remain sensitive to international production levels, and any shifts in supply

can influence inflation, transport costs, and industrial operations.

The production increase marks the final stage in unwinding a 2.2 million bpd cut that began
during the COVID-19 downturn. Monthly hikes began modestly in April and grew steadily
through the summer. The United Arab Emirates is also set to gain an additional 300,000

bpd in output capacity under the plan, strengthening its role in the global market.

While the U.S. has increased domestic oil production in recent years, it continues to rely on
foreign supply to meet demand. Industry analysts suggest that the added OPEC+ barrels
could put downward pressure on prices in the short term, but long-term effects remain

uncertain due to ongoing geopolitical tensions.

OPEC+ also maintains two other sets of production limits: a voluntary 1.65 million bpd cut
from eight member states and a broader 2 million bpd group-wide reduction, both set to
expire by the end of 2026. Sunday’s meeting, however, is not expected to revisit those

agreements.

Energy market movements tied to OPEC+ decisions will likely remain a key concern for U.S.
policymakers, as fuel prices continue to influence both economic performance and voter

sentiment ahead of the 2026 election cycle.



