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The heartbeat of Newport Market just got a little louder and a lot more soulful. With the
opening of Mint and Sealed, a vinyl record shop offering a rich catalogue of music across
genres and decades, the revitalised market has cemented its status as a cultural and
commercial anchor in the heart of the city. For music lovers, crate-diggers, and nostalgic
collectors, this is more than just a shop; it’s a tangible celebration of sound, memory, and
the enduring appeal of analogue.

New Record Shop Adds Soul to Newport
Market’s Economic Revival

—



At the helm is Chris Seal, a former DJ whose career spanned the dance floors of Plymouth,
Cardiff, and London in the 1990s and early 2000s. Chris has since traded his turntables for
carefully curated shelves, but the beat goes on. A seasoned music critic for Buzz Magazine,
he brings a deep knowledge of musical history and a passionate ear for quality, ensuring
that Mint and Sealed is no ordinary retail venture. It’s a place where jazz enthusiasts can find
a long-lost Coltrane pressing and hip-hop heads can stumble upon golden-age 12-inches.
From reggae rarities to alternative rock essentials, the collection bridges eras and genres,
appealing to both seasoned vinyl veterans and curious newcomers.

What began as a pop-up stall within the market and local record fairs across South Wales
has now evolved into a permanent storefront, a journey that mirrors the market’s
transformation. The rebirth of Newport Market has been a standout project in Welsh urban
redevelopment, led by Loft Co, the developers also behind several acclaimed regeneration
schemes. “Supporting independents like Mint and Sealed is key to sustaining momentum,”
said Simon Baston, Director at Loft Co. “When small, passionate ventures like this take root,
the whole market thrives.”

Indeed, the market’s facelift has sparked renewed economic activity. With only one retail
unit left unoccupied, the space is thriving with artisanal food vendors, creative businesses,
and local entrepreneurs. This ecosystem fosters not just commerce, but community, where
a Saturday browse for records easily turns into lunch with friends and spontaneous cultural
discovery. It’s the kind of revitalisation that planners often aim for: locally grounded,
experience-driven, and self-sustaining.

The shop’s arrival also taps into a broader trend across the UK, the vinyl revival. Last year
alone, over 6.7 million LPs were sold nationally, outpacing CDs for the first time in decades.
Independent record stores are enjoying a renaissance of their own, catering to a
demographic that spans Gen Z to Baby Boomers. For cities like Newport, this surge in
demand is not just about music; it’s about identity, place-making, and giving residents a
reason to shop locally.

Chris Seal sees it the same way. “Vinyl’s return isn’t just a trend, it’s emotional. It reconnects
people with music physically. You slow down, you listen, you appreciate,” he told the South
Wales Argus. “And helping someone find a forgotten favourite or something completely
new? That never gets old.”



For Newport, Mint and Sealed is more than a business. It’s proof that local culture can drive
local economies, that regeneration can be led by passion, and that sometimes the best way
to move forward is to spin the record back to the start. Whether you’re looking to rediscover
your musical roots or simply browse through decades of sonic craftsmanship, Newport
Market now offers something rare in modern retail: authenticity with a soundtrack.


