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U.S. Deploys Amphibious Squadron to
Southern Caribbean Against Drug Threats
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The United States has ordered the deployment of an amphibious

squadron to the southern Caribbean Sea to address cross-border threats
posed by Latin American drug cartels. The squadron includes the USS
San Antonio, USS Iwo Jima, and USS Fort Lauderdale, and will carry
approximately 4,500 service members, including 2,200 Marines. The

deployment is expected to reach the coast of Venezuela as early as



Sunday, reflecting the administration’s intensified efforts to combat what
it calls “narco-terrorist organizations” that undermine U.S. security and

rule of law.

Officials indicate that the deployment aligns with the broader U.S.
strategy to counter drug trafficking and secure the southern border.
Earlier this year, the administration designated Mexico’s Sinaloa Cartel,
Venezuela’s Tren de Aragua, and other criminal groups as global terrorist
organizations. These designations have facilitated increased military
involvement in confronting drug-related threats, marking a significant
escalation in the fight against transnational criminal activity that directly

impacts American communities.

While specific operational details remain classified, officials confirmed
that the mission is designed to enhance U.S. national security by
countering the influence and activities of designated narco-terrorist
organizations. The presence of amphibious ships allows the military to
conduct intelligence gathering, surveillance, and potential interdiction of
illicit operations. This capability ensures that U.S. forces can respond
rapidly to emerging threats and maintain a strategic advantage in the

region without relying on expanded domestic bureaucracy.

Officials also emphasize that the deployment demonstrates the United
States’ commitment to regional stability. A visible military presence in the
southern Caribbean signals readiness to protect U.S. interests and allies
from the destabilizing effects of drug trafficking and related violence. The
initiative underscores the administration’s approach to combining military
resources with law enforcement and diplomatic measures while holding
criminal networks accountable rather than expanding government control

over lawful citizens.



This deployment follows previous missions in the region aimed at
supporting border security and drug interdiction efforts. Over the past
several years, the United States has maintained a consistent presence in
the Caribbean and Latin America to disrupt illicit trafficking networks. By
positioning a significant amphibious squadron, the U.S. reinforces its
ability to respond decisively to criminal activity while maintaining

flexibility to adjust operations as threats evolve.

Regional observers note that the deployment may also influence
diplomatic relations with neighboring countries. The presence of U.S.
forces near Venezuelan waters highlights the administration’s willingness
to take proactive measures against transnational criminal organizations,
while signaling to regional partners that cooperation is essential in

confronting shared security challenges.

Analysts stress that the operation serves multiple objectives: reducing
the flow of narcotics into the United States, protecting strategic interests
in the Caribbean, and projecting a deterrent message to criminal
networks. The integration of Marines, intelligence assets, and naval
capabilities demonstrates a comprehensive approach to national
security and counter-narcotics operations that prioritizes sovereignty

and the protection of American families.

As the amphibious squadron approaches the southern Caribbean,
officials and international observers will monitor its impact on drug
trafficking routes and regional stability. The deployment reflects the
administration’s determination to address complex security challenges
with decisive action, emphasizing both operational readiness and

strategic deterrence.



