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Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Senator Talal Chaudhry has

accused the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Assembly, led by Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), of deliberately obstructing the Senate election
process, labeling it a constitutional violation. This article explores
Chaudhry’s allegations, the political context, and the implications for
Pakistan’s democratic framework, emphasizing the need for

accountability and transparency in electoral processes.
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On July 21, 2025, during a Senate session, Chaudhry claimed that
PTI's actions in the KP Assembly were undermining the Senate
elections, describing it as a “constitutional crime.” He argued that PTI's
political missteps have damaged its own standing while jeopardizing
democratic norms. “The PTIl leadership has consistently shown
disregard for constitutional processes,” Chaudhry stated, as reported
by Aaj News. His remarks come amid heightened tensions between
PML-N and PTI, with the latter accused of prioritizing political
maneuvering over national stability. The Senate elections, a critical
component of Pakistan’s legislative system, rely on provincial
assemblies’ cooperation to ensure a fair and timely process. Any
disruption, Chaudhry suggested, threatens the democratic fabric of the

nation.

The KP Assembly, under PTI's control, has faced scrutiny for its
handling of electoral obligations. Chaudhry’s accusations point to
delays and procedural irregularities, though specific details remain
contentious. The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) met with KP
Assembly Speaker Babar Saleem Swati on July 16, 2025, to discuss
preparations for the 2025 Senate elections, emphasizing the need for a
transparent process. Despite assurances of cooperation, Chaudhry’s
claims suggest a disconnect between PTI's actions and the ECP’s
expectations. This isn’t the first time PT| has been accused of
undermining institutional processes, with critics pointing to their
boycott of a key national security meeting earlier this year as evidence

of their reluctance to engage constructively.

Chaudhry’s outspoken criticism reflects broader concerns about PTI's
governance in KP, particularly under Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur.
PML-N leaders argue that PTI's focus on political confrontations

distracts from pressing issues like terrorism, which has surged in KP.
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The allegations raise questions about the integrity of Pakistan’s
electoral system and the need for robust oversight. As the nation
approaches the Senate elections, ensuring provincial assemblies
uphold their constitutional duties is paramount to preserving

democratic trust.
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