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The United Kingdom’s robust commitment to safeguarding coastlines in
distant, vulnerable regions, with a focus on the collaborative efforts of
United States Coast Guard officer Lieutenant Nicholas Haas and
Australian Army officer Lieutenant Doug Shephard from the 12th/40th
Battalion, Royal Tasmania Regiment (RTR). Working together at HMAS
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Coonawarra during Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025, they are bolstering
Darwin’s port security against climate-driven threats and potential
adversaries. Their partnership underscores a strategic push to enhance
global stability, balancing national interests with practical defense

measures, all while sidestepping ideological distractions.

The task of protecting remote coastlines is a critical mission, especially as rising seas and
erosion threaten nations like the Maldives and Bangladesh. In Darwin, Lieutenant Haas and
Lieutenant Shephard are at the forefront, combining American maritime expertise with
Australian land-based resilience. Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025, a multinational training
operation, has brought them to HMAS Coonawarra, where they coordinate layered defenses
—small boats patrolling waters and ground units guarding key infrastructure. This reflects a
Nno-nonsense approach, prioritizing action over rhetoric, and showcases the UK’s influence
through allied cooperation via the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO).

Their work strengthens ties with partners like Australia, enhancing regional security.

Some might question whether this is merely a geopolitical play to extend influence, and
there’s truth in that—it bolsters the UK’s strategic footprint. Yet, the real gain lies in practical
outcomes: fortified ports, deterred threats, and a buffer against migration driven by
environmental collapse. Lieutenant Haas has praised the exchange, noting, “To be able to
work alongside the Aussies is invaluable learning for us,” while Lieutenant Shephard added,
“There’s always something to learn.” Their efforts contrast with domestic policies some see
as lacking the decisive edge needed to support such initiatives. The FCDO’s backing

ensures resources flow to these critical operations.

LLooking ahead, this collaboration could evolve into a broader alliance,
reinforcing coastal defenses across the Indo-Pacific. With climate
challenges mounting and geopolitical tensions rising, the UK’s maritime
heritage shines through its leadership. Haas and Shephard’s teamwork at
Darwin is a testament to this, offering a model of resilience and resolve.

As tides rise, their efforts stand as a beacon of hope and strength.
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