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Instagram recently introduced a new feature called “Live Location Sharing,” allowing users
to share their exact, real-time physical location with selected contacts within the app. While
the tool is designed to enhance social interaction and convenience, privacy experts are
warning that it could expose users to significant safety risks.

Instagram’s Real-Time Location Feature
Raises Privacy Concerns
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The feature enables users to broadcast their current whereabouts continuously as they
move, with location data updating in real time on a map visible to chosen friends or family
members. Instagram suggests the tool can help coordinate meetups, ensure the safety of
loved ones, or simply stay connected.

Despite these intended benefits, concerns have been raised about the possible misuse of
such detailed location data. Privacy advocates highlight that sharing live, precise location
information could increase the risk of stalking, harassment, or other security threats. This
danger is particularly acute for younger users, who may not fully understand the potential
consequences of broadcasting their location online.

In a recent interview, cybersecurity expert Dr. Laura Mitchell explained, “Real-time location
sharing opens the door to serious privacy breaches. Even with safety controls in place,
users can be exposed to unwanted tracking or physical harm if the data falls into the wrong
hands.” Dr. Mitchell stressed the importance of users understanding the risks and using the
feature cautiously.

Instagram’s parent company, Meta Platforms, emphasizes that users have control over who
can see their location. The app allows people to select specific contacts to share their
location with and provides an option to disable sharing at any time. Despite these controls,
critics argue that the very availability of such precise tracking data creates an unnecessary
risk, especially for those who may not fully grasp the privacy implications.

This development comes amid wider scrutiny of how technology companies collect and
handle user data. Features that generate detailed records of individuals’ movements risk
being exploited for advertising or commercial purposes. Public trust in big tech firms has
been eroded in recent years due to multiple regulatory investigations and reports of data
misuse.

Privacy concerns regarding real-time location sharing also highlight the broader challenge
of balancing innovation with security. Social media platforms continue to push new tools to
engage users, but regulatory frameworks and user education often lag behind these rapid
technological advances.

Experts suggest that for tools like Instagram’s Live Location Sharing to be safe, they must
be accompanied by robust privacy safeguards and clear communication to users about the



risks involved. Without these measures, even well-intentioned features could put users at
risk.

Ultimately, Instagram’s new feature serves as a reminder that convenience in digital
communication often comes with trade-offs in privacy and safety. Users are encouraged to
carefully consider the implications before sharing their live location data on social media
platforms.


