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On August 8, 2025, Atlanta police responded to reports of an active shooter near Emory
University’s Atlanta campus at the Emory Point CVS, prompting the university to issue an
urgent alert instructing students and staff to “RUN, HIDE, FIGHT” and shelter in place. The
incident, which unfolded near the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
headquarters, has heightened concerns about public safety and the need for swift law
enforcement action to protect communities.

Police Respond to Active Shooter Incident
Near Emory University in Atlanta
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The emergency alert was issued by Emory University’s Office of Critical Event Preparedness
and Response (CEPAR) at approximately 5:01 p.m., stating, “Emory Emergency: Active
shooter on Emory Atlanta Campus at Emory Point CVS. RUN, HIDE, FIGHT. Avoid the area.”
A subsequent update instructed individuals to continue sheltering in place as police
secured the scene. The Atlanta Police Department (APD) confirmed their presence near the
1700 block of Clifton Road, describing the situation as an “active crime scene” and urging
the public to avoid the area, according to a statement reported by The Independent. Multiple
law enforcement agencies, including APD, were observed at the scene, with Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT) cameras showing blocked streets, indicating a
significant response to ensure safety.

Witnesses reported hearing rapid gunfire, with Brandy Giraldo, chief operating officer of
General Miur’s deli near the campus, telling The Independent, “It sounded like fireworks
going off, one right after the other.” Staff at the deli locked their doors and took cover,
reflecting the immediate fear and disruption caused by the incident. The proximity of the
CVS to the CDC headquarters, less than a mile away, added to the urgency, though no
information confirmed whether either location was specifically targeted, per NBC News.
Representative Mike Collins of Georgia posted on X, urging students to “take cover” and
expressing prayers for a swift resolution, highlighting the community’s alarm.

The incident underscores ongoing concerns about gun violence and the importance of
effective law enforcement strategies to address such threats. Emory’s “RUN, HIDE, FIGHT”
protocol, a standard response to active shooter situations, emphasizes personal safety and
compliance with police directives. The heavy police presence, as reported by 11Alive,
demonstrates a commitment to neutralizing the threat quickly, but the lack of immediate
details about injuries or the suspect’s status leaves the community awaiting answers. APD’s
ongoing investigation, supported by multiple agencies, aims to clarify the circumstances
and prevent further harm.

As the situation develops, Emory University and local authorities continue to prioritize
safety, with CEPAR’s dispatcher noting to NBC News that no further information could be
provided due to the active nature of the incident. The event, occurring in a bustling area near
a major university and federal agency, reinforces the need for robust security measures and
rapid response protocols to protect public spaces. Residents and students are encouraged
to stay informed through official channels, such as Emory’s website or APD updates, as
investigations proceed to ensure accountability and restore calm to the affected area.
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